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GOD the Strength of Rulers and People, and 4 
them to be ſo, 10 each other mutually. 
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Preach'd before His Exc EL ; ENCY 


Jonathan Belcher, Eſ 4; 


Governour, 


And the Ho NOURABIR 


His Majeſtys Council, 


And the als 


Houſe of Repreſentative 


Of the Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, | 
| in New- England, May 27th. 1741. 


Being the Day for the Election of His Ma jeſty⸗ $ 
Covuncir for the ſaid Province. 


By W . WW Villiams, M. A: 


Paſtor of the Church | in urch in Weſton. 
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Job 12. 16. With binr l 1 and Wiſdom. | 
Pfal. 1 tl. God is our Refuge and * a very preſent Help 
in Trouble. a 
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Province f the 12 
Maſſuchuſetts- Bay. 


In the Baue of Repreſentatives, 
Jobis 28. Die Pat, A. D. 1741. 


Rdered, That Mr. Cotton, Mr. Brewer, and 

Col. Buckminſter, be directed to give the 
Thanks of the Houſe to the Reverend William 
Williams of Weſton, for his Sermon preached 
yeſterday before the General Court, being the 
Annivecſary for the Election of Councellors, and 
defire a Copy thereof for the Preſs. — 


William Fairfield Speaker, 
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AN 
Election Sermon. 


ZECH. XII. 5. 8 


25 be Governours of Judah ſhall ſay in their Heart, the 
Inbabitants of Feruſalem ſhall be my Strength, in 
ibe Loxp of Hoſts their God. Sy 


WINE HIS Day of our Anniverſary Solem- 
nities, when the Heads of our Tribes, 
$ the Tribes of the Lord, are afſem- 
bled roWorſhip the G 0D of Iſrael, - 
in this principal Seat of the Govern- 
ment; may very juſtly be the Day 
of the gladneſs of our Hearts: on the 
Account of the yet continuedEnjoymeat of our in- 
valuable civil and religious Liberties and Priviledges, 
and as it keeps up a freſh Remembrance of thePiety 
of our honoured Anceſtors both of the civil and ſa- 
cred Order ; whoſe early united Care it was to ſeek 
the Lord their God, and to expreſs their Depen- 
dance upon him, for Counſel and Aſſiſtance in all 
our publick Affairs, And as ia the religious . 
* | . ciſes, 
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ciſes of it appointed and attended by our Rulers, 


we hope, with a like Spirit of Piety, they profeſs 
humbly to acknowledge Him who is able to direct 
their Paths, and meekly to receive Counſel from 


the ſacred Oracles, which the wiſeſt and beſt of Ru- 
lers will always take for their conſtant Counſellors. 


And fince we all acknowledge that the Happi- 
neſs of Rulers and People is in tbe Lord of Hoſts 
their God; and that only his Favour maketh their 
Mountain to fland ſtrong, and that his Preſence and 
Bleffiog is to be expected only upon our humble 
ſeeking to him, and our pious Care that our Ways 
pleaſe him: it ſeems very ſuitable that the impor- 
tant civil Affairs and Elections of this Day ſhould 


be prefac'd in ſuch religious Manner; as the divine 
Direction is to be expected not only in theBuſineſs 

of this Day, but on all the Affaits of the Govern- 
ment thro' out the enſuing Tear. For which Reaſon 

it is to be wiſhed,that this religious Practice, ſo long 


as it may be thus piouſly defign'd and attended, 


may never be laid aſide. 


It is my humble and fincere Deſire, that I may 
be enabled faithfully to diſcharge (however unequal 


to it) the weightyService devolv'd upon me this Day: 


That I may ſpeak to our bonoured Rulers Words in 
Seaſon, and as becomes the Oracles of God. And 
if I may herein approve my ſelf a Meſſenger of tbe 
Lord of Hoſts, J hope for their candid Acceptance, 
as well as of this numerous, and honourable, 
Chriſtian Audience. | 

This Text, which T have read, is among the mer- 


ciful Promiſes which God made concerning his an- 


cient People, which was in Part fulfilled in the Time 
of the Prophet who foretold theſe Things, and is 
underſtood to have a furtherReference totheTimes 
of the Goſpel, and the ChriſtianChurch.---* To the 
Church of Chriſt among the Fews, until their Re- 


\ © jeQion, and among the Gemiles fince their Voca- 
tion, both have theic Concerameat in the Things 
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© here foretold v.. As the preceeding Chapter fore - 
c told the Doom of the remaining Carcaſs of the 
© Fewiſh Church, which rejected Chriſt, which was 
© left a Prey to the Eagles that were gathered to it, 
© (o in this we have many Promiſes made to the 
© Goſpel Jeruſalem the Chriſtian Church. 48 
The Prophecy is entitled, The Burden of the Lord, 
which is a Title ſometimes of ſuch Prophecies as 
carry Threatnings of God in them, and ſo doth 
this) but it is for /rae/ The Threatnings are a- 
gainſt their Enemies, which will be a heavy Burden, 
to them, but for the Comfort and Benefit of God's 
People. | 

I ſhall not ſtay to takeNotice of the ſeveral Pre- 
dict ions, but immediately conſider the Fords---only 
obſerve, by ubom this Promiſe is made (ver. 1.) It is 
the Lord that ſaith ir, who is able to make it good; 
the Lord Febovab who ſiratcheth forth the Heavens, 
and layeth the Foundations of the Earth, and formeth 
the Spirit of Man within bim. And who therefore 
exerciſeth a conſtant Providence over all the Works 
of hisHands,and rules over all the Kingdoms of Men, 
and hath the Spirits of all Men in his Hands, and 
can faſhion them according to his own Will. 

The Governours of Fudab-=-=, This may ſignify, 
firſtly their chief Ruler; for after their return from 
their Captivity, they were ruled by Governours, as 
Nebemiab, Zerubbabal and others, as alſo other Ru- 
lers, Counſellors, Officers and Leaders. | 

ball ſay in their Heart-=-- -, Shall really ſo 
apprehend and judge, they ſhall not only ſo pro- 
feſs their Regards to the People, but ſhall be hearty 
and fincere in it. | | 

In tb: Inbabitants f Feruſalem ſhall be my 
Strength ]-- Feruſalem had been their Metropolis, and 
was to be rebuilt, and yet be ſo by God's Promiſe, 
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ver. 6. This had been the Mother City, the chief 
Seat of Rule, the Bulwark of the Nation, and its 
ſtrongeſt Fortreſs in Times of publick Danger. But 
this may be underſtood (as by a Sy nechdoecbe) put for 


the teſt of the Iahabitants.- 


ball be my Strength. The Margent reads it, 
There is Strength to me and to the Inhabitants.--- Our 
reading may be underſtood as taking in that Senſe, 


and with this Addition, taking the People as the 


Inſtruments in God's Hand.--- And ſo expreſſeth 
both the Governours [the Rulers] reſpe& to the 
People, looking upon them as the Means of their 
Safety, their Wealth and Honour; and their ſu- 
preamRegard to God, as making them ſo.--- Or that 
God is Strength to the Rulers mediately by the In- 
habitants, and to both immediately; and making 


them to be ſo to each other mu!ually. CEE 


In the Lord of Hoſts their God, This is a fre- 
quent Stile, and Title of God in the Old Teſtament, 
to denote that He is the ſupreamCommander of all 
Hoſts, of Angels Men and inferiour Creatures: 
And here, becauſe he would fizbt their Battles, and 
defend them againſt the Hoſts that ſhould come a- 
gainſt them; as ver. 2,--4, & 6. 


Here we muſt obſerve God's Relation to them, 


expreſs' d- their God: and that this is the Ground 
of their Confidence and Expectation from God and 
the People - their Relation to and Intereſt in him 
as their God. Not in their own Power, nor an Arm 
of Fleſh, but in the almighty ſovereign Lord of all, 
who can ſave by few as by many ; whoſe dwelling 
is io Zion, and hath a ſpecial Regard to his People, 
and remembers his Covenant for them. He it the 


Strength of [/rae] and the Saviour thereof. He gives 


Wiſdom, Riches or Honour to his People, and beau- 
tifies them with Salvation, and ſo is their Strengths 


and makes them to be ſo to their Rulers. 
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I ſhall conſider the Words under three Heads, 
which ate naturally deduc'd from them, conſidered 
as a graciousPromiſe of God to his favourite People. 


PROP. I. Wat People are the Strength, Honour and 
Safety of their Rulers, in the Lord of Hoſts their God. 
PROP, II. Rulers ſpould haue a deep and hearty 
Senſe of this in all their Adminiſtrations. 
PROP. III. That it is their great Happineſs uben 
God makes this the Diſpoſition aud State of Rulers and 
People. 


PROP. I. That People are the Strength, Honour and 
Safety, of their Rulers in the Lord of Hoſts their God. 
In ſpeaking to this Propoſition, I am led to con- 
ſider, 1. The Means whether natural or moral con- 
ducing to a People's Strength ; or wherein it con- 
ſiſteth, as well as how they are ſo to their Rulers. 
As alſo 2. The great Efficient of it, 
Under the former of theſe Heads, I may offer 
ſeveral Particulars, --- | 
1. In their Numbers and Multitude. It is the 
wiſe Man's Obſervation (Prov. 14 28) In the Mul- 
titude of People is the King's Honour, but in the want 
of People is the Deſtruction of the Prince, This is 
therefore to be ordinarily reckon'd among theBleſ= 
ſings of Providence, when God makes ſmallBegin= 
nings grow into a Multitude, This is Part of the 
Bleſſing, with which J/aac bleſſeth his Son Jacob, 
Gen. 28. 3. God Almighty bleſs thee, and multiply 
#bee, that tbou mayſt be a Multitude of People. Gen. 
30. 30.--- 48. 4. Lev. 26. 9. Yet it is not to be 
underſtood, that their Strength abſolutely conſiſts 
in this: for God can enfeeble the Hands and diſ- 
pirit the Hearts of a Multitude; and can make 
five to chaſe an hundred, and an hundred to put 
ten thouſand to flight (Lev.26 8.) Leſſe Numbers 
may go and prevail againſt a Multitude, when they 
go againſt them in the Name of the Lord; as in the 
B : Caſe 
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Caſe of King Aſa going againſt the huge Hoſt of 
Zerab of a tbouſand Thouſand, 2 Chron. 14. g,--12; 

But ordinarily its much for the Honour &Strength 
of Kings to have a numerous People: But in the 
want of People is the Princes Leanne (ſo ſome read 
it) When their Hands are not ſufficient for their 
Occaſions, theit Trade can't flouriſh, nor their Ground 
be till'd, nor their Ships man'd, nor their Forts de- 
fended. It is the King's Honour when hisSubjects 
5 live comfortably, and a Sign that he and his King- 
dom are under the Bleſſing of God, the Effect of 


which is their increaſing and multiplying. 


1 2 In their Wealth and outward Proſperity. This 
| 1s naturally the Strength of a People, and thus they 
are the Strength & Honour of their Rulers, God | 
promiſes this as the Honour and Comfort of his 
People, as ſetting them high above other Nations, i 
(in Caſe they ſhould obey the Voice of the Lord 
their God,) that he would 5/%%/ them in the, City and 
in tbe Field, in the Fruit of their Bodies, and the 
Fruits ef the Ground, and of their Flocks and Herd, 

| and in their going out and coming in, Deut.28. 1,---6. 
' When King Solomon asked Wiſdom,as indeed the 
== beſt Good, the Lord pleas'd with the Speech, alſo 
1 promis'd him Fealth. (2 Chron. 1. 11, 12.) as a 
5 great additional Bleſſing. This was a notable Part 
1 of the Glory and Honour of Solomon's Reign, the 
1 Riches and Wealth of the People, occaſioned very 
jt much by his wiſe Conduct, extending their'Traffick 
* and Commerce by Sea and Land to Tarſhiſh& Egypt, 
| (1 Kin. 10, 14.) their Merchandize ſo wiſely ma- 
naged, and with ſuch regard to the publick Good, 
that they had no want of a Medium of Commerce, 
but had plenty of Gold and Silver. e! 
When God thus bleſſes the Merchant & Tradeſman, 
and inſtructs the Husbandman to Diſcretion, and 
gives them Health and Strength, and Hearts to La- 


bour, and bleſſes the Work of their Haads, and 
6 | | increaſes 
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increaſes the Fruits of the Earth; when their Gar- 
ners (Granaries) are full, affording all manner of 
Store, their Sheep bringing forth Thouſands and 
ten Thouſands in their Streets; their Oxen ſtrong 
to Labour, and there is no breaking in nor going outs, 
nor complaining in their Sireets, (Pſal. 144 13,14) 


The People are thus greatly ſtrengthned, and ſo 


are their Rulers, The King bimſelf is ſerved by the 
Field, (Eccl. 5. 9.) As on the contrary, How are 
they weakened and brought low; as we are alas! 
at this Day. 


3. In their martial Skill and Proweſs, Fortreſſes 
and warlike Stores, Thoſe Nations that have ar- 
rived at the greateſt Pitch of Grandeur &Strength, 


have been noted to have encouraged the Military 


Art, and hereby have laid the Foundation for their 
Security, their growing Wealth and Honour. 

Military Skill andValour diſcovers a brave manly 
Spirit, and the Glory of moſt Kingdoms hath riſen 
or fallen and ſunk as this hath increaſed or abated. 
What a mean and low Condition was the People of 
Iſrael ſunk into? Liable to be made an eaſy Prey 
to every Invader, when among forty Thouſand of 
them, there was not a Shield or Spear to be ſeen, 
the uſual Weapons offenſive & defenſive of that Age. 

In the whole Hiſtory of the People of God, we 
may obſerve, that it hath been the Caſe of the beſt 
Rulers to cultivate and cheriſh the Art of War, 
from a juſt Regard to theic People's Strength and 
Safety. Tho' we haveReaſon to wiſh for the hap- 
py Days when the Nations ſhall learn War no more; 
yet while a People lie expos'd to threatning 
Enemies, it is irrational and preſumptuous to 
expect Protection and Defence, without Forts and 
Arms and warlike Stores, and Men of Uaderſtand- 
ing, Skill and Courage to uſe them. 
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4. In their moral and ſocial Vertues. Theſe are 
the viſible Beauty of a People and very much their 
Strength. I ſhall Inſtance in the following. 

(1.) Their Induſtry & Diligence in the Buſineſs of 
their ſeveral Callings. Man was made for Action and 
Imployment; even in JInnoceney he muſt not live in 
Idleneſs. And the preſent State, to which the all- 
wiſe Governour of the World hath ſubjected Man- 
kind, admits of a vaſt variety of Employments con- 


ducive to the Benefit Support and Comfort of Men. 
And in the CbriſtianIuſtitution ſuch ſtreſs is laid upon 


Mens Diligence in ſome lauful Calling, that they 
who wil not work and with quietneſs eat their own 
Bread, are judg*d unworthy to eat at all. Tho' the 
like Degrees ate not required of all. 

The flothful in the Common Wealth are like 
Drones in the Hive, and deſerve to be thtuſt out. 
The flothful is Brother to him that is a great waſter. 


* Drowſine/s ſhall cloath a Man with Rags, The 


wiſe Man alſo obſerves, that the diligent Hand maketh 
riob. ] There are Inſtances of particular Countries 
aud States which might be named, which by Dili- 
gence and Induſtry have become very opulent. 

I have obſerved in particular Towns, more than 


once, that a few leading Men by their Diligence and 


Diſcretion, by their Example and happy Influence, 
have put a new Face upon Things, and tbe Wealth 
of the Place been much increaſed. 

Induſtry with Prudence and Diſcretion makes 
fouriſhing Families, and theſe a proſperous & 'Aou- 
riſhing Common Health or Kingdom, whereas the idle 
and negligent ſerve only to cumber the Ground,are 
common Nu/ances, neither ſerve God, themſelves, 
nor others. | 

(2.) Frugality is another Vertue, not little con- 
tributing to the Strength of a People: Which is a 


— 
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Prov. 18. 9. || Prov, 16. 4. 


prudent 
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prudent regulating their Expences in their Tables, 
Furniture, Cloathing, and other Occaſions, This 
is one of the Branches of moral Prudence, the ex- 
erciſe whereof not a little ſerves tothe Comfort and 
Happineſs of Perſons and Societies greater and leſs. 
However Pride and Riot or Luxury & Exceſs may 
prevail to over-bear or diſparage this Vertue ; it 
certainly deſerves to be had in Honour, as it great- 
ly contributes to the 'Tranquility, the Wealth and 
Honour of Perſons, Families and Nations: whilſt 
MX thoſe alas! too pleaſing and prevailing Vices, tend 
co bring all that cheriſh them to Poverty & Ruin. 
It might ſerve to commend a prudent & diſcreet 
Fcugality to any Country, that it is noted as the old 
Roman Vertue, which rais'd that Empire to the 
XZ height of its Glory : When it had it's ſtanding 
Offices to audit and level the Accounts of Men's 
== *© ZExpences andRevenues.” But it ſhould much more 
to a ChriſtianCountry, that it is recommended in the 
= Oracles of divine iſdom; and eſpecially to a Coun- 
try whoſe Circumſtances ſo greatly call for it. 
"hy (3) Their Temperance and Sobriety. This is a 
Vertue tavght by the Light of Reaſon, a Duty 
greatly enforced by divine Revelation, eſpecially 
dy the Goſpel, which brings Salvation to us, teach- 


by * V = 
2 


ing us that denying Ungodlineſs and worldlyLuſts, 
we ſhould live /oberly---i. e. duly govern our bodily” 
Appetites, Inclinations and Paſſions, and not ſuffer 
them to uſurp over Reaſon. 

Luxury and Intemperance are Vices very diſho- 
nourable in themſelves, as they ſubject our noble 
Part, to mean and brutal Appetites, and of per- 
nicious Tendency and Conſequence to particular 
Perſons and Communities : As they weaken and 
enfeeble the Body, and deprave the Mind, and ſo 
diſquallify and unfitPerſons for thoſe Employments 


whereby they might have {erv'd themſelves and 
the Publick, | | 


10 As Election SERMON. 


As it is very ſurprizing to read the Accounts that 
have been given, a few Years ſince, of the great 
Increaſe and miſchie vous Effects of this Vice, the 
excels of drinking ſtrong and ſpirituous Liquors, in 
our Nation, particularly in London; ſo the Care of 
the Government there in the ſuppreſſing of ſuch a 

rowing Miſchief, is very worthy of Imitation. 

[la the Preſentment of the Grand Fury to the 
Right Honourable the Lord Mayor and the reſt of 
the Juſtices of Oyer and Terminer for the City of 
London, 5 

They ſay, among other Things, To this per- 
nicious Practice it is chiefly owing, that the lower 


Kind of People are enfeebled and diſabled, having 1 


neither Will nor Power to labour for an honeſt 
Livelihood. -Servants are corrupted and brib'd to 
cheat and rob their Maſters, --- The Nation (if 
oblig' d to enter into a War) will want ſtrong and 
luſty Soldiers, the Merchant, Sailors, the Husband- 
man, Labourers, — Children weakened & depraved, 
Ad as the Strength and Riches of any Nation 
ariſe principally from its ſtrong and labourious In- 
habitants, ſo conſequently in proportion as theſe 
are enfeebled and diminiſhed, muſt the Riches of a 

Nation decreaſe.” 


Alſo in another Report of His Majeſty*sFuſtices '| ] 


at Hick's Hall, — zo His Majeſty's Fuſtices of 
be Peace for the County of Middleſex. After their 
' Repreſentation of the great Numbers of Houſes and 
Shops wherein ſuch diſtill'd ſpirituous Liquors are 
ſold, and expreſſing their Concern to obſerve the 
Rrong Inclination of the People to theſe deſtructive 
Liquors, and how the Infection hath ſpread within a 
few Years &c. They add, — With Regard to the 
Miſcbiefs ariſing from the immoderateUſe of them 
That tbeſe to their greatConcern appear to be of the 
higheſt Nature and moſt laſting Conſequeuces, affecting 
not only particular Perſons and Families, but alſo 
the Trade of the Nation and the public rn 
il 
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With reſpect to particular Perſons it deprives them 


of their Time, Health, Memory and Underſtanding, 


weakens and deſtroys their naturalStrength and Con- 


ſtitution, and rendring them uſeleſs to themſelves as 
well as to the Community. Beſides the fatal Effe cts 
it hath on their Morals and Religion.“ With much 
more, which I muſt not ſtay to Rehearſe. ) 
From the Obſervation of all wiſe and good Men, 
Tztemperance hath been branded as a moſt baneful 
Vice, to Perſons and Societies, leading toldleneſs and 
Sloth, Profaneneſs, Thefts, Diſobedience to and Con- 
tempt of Superiours in Family, Church and State, 
and many other Immoralities and Impieties ruinous 
to Mankind. | 
The ſacred Oracles confirm the Obſervation, The 
Drunkard and Glutton ſhall come 0 Poverty, Prov. 
23, 21. Who bath Wo? who bath Sorrow? == Prov. 
23. 29. And how dreadful their Portion in the 
Infernal Flames ! 1 18 
(40 Another Vertue neceſſary to their Strength 
is Fuſti ce, or Righteouſneſs. The wiſe Man teacheth 
us, (Prov. 14. 23.) that Righteouſneſs' exalteth a 
Nation. If it be underſtood in its more reſtrained 
Senſe as it refers to Men, their doing what [is right 
and juſt one towards another; as the Obligations 
of it are very great, ſo are the Advantages tothem- 
ſelves and the Publick, God who loves the Good 
of his Creatures next to his own Honour, hath 
therefore ſtrictly enjoined it. That which is altoge= 
3ber juſt ſhalt thou follow. Doing juſtly and loving 
Mercy ſummarily comprizes all the Duty which we 
owe to one another *. And this our Saviour hath 
comptiz'd in that excellent Rule, I hatſeever ye would 
that Men ſhould do unto you, do ye the ſame to them. 
Juſtice comprizes in it a regular Adminiſtration 
of the Goverument; each obſerving the Duties of 
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their Place and ration, without Uſurpation of 
Incroachment. Rulers guarding the juſtRights and 
Liberties of the People, as well as aſſerting their 
own Honour and Prerogative: and the People giv- 
ing all juſt Deference and Honour to them. Ren- 
dring unto Cæſar the Things which are Caſars -=--, 
Juſtice requires that we render unto all their Dues.® 
And in all Mens dealings one with another, they 
can't more effeQually conſult their own nor the 
common Good, then always to obſerve the Rules of 
Righteouſneſs and Equity. That no Man go beyond 
or defraud bis Brot ber in any Matter. F Either by 


any Craft, Deceit, or falſe Accounts, or falſifying 


their Word and Promiſe, not paying Debts in Sea- 


ſon, with-holding from the Labourer his juſt Wages, 


unfaithfulneſs in any Truſt committed to them, miſ- 
pending the Time which ſhould be employ'd in a- 
nother's Service; by litigious and expenſive Lau- 
Suits: And in Matters of Commerce, impoſing 
upon others Ignorance, or taking advantage of their 
Neceſſity ; putting off bad Wares and imperfect 
ManufaQttjes for good and Merchantable : And 


when the Medium it ſelf is variable and fluctuating, 


at the Will of ſuch as are greedy of Gain; ſo that 
the Rules of Proportion in Demands or Exchanges 
are net preſently known to Multitudes; and when 


they are, many have not Opportunity or Advantage 


to help themſelves: and in whatſoever other Ways 
Men defraud and injure one another, they violate 
the Rules of Righteouſneſs. el 

And as all Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, Fraud and 
Diſhoneſty are Sins very offenſive to God, ſo they 
are very prejudical unto Men, they are a Reproach 
and Diſhonour o a People: And inſtead of inctea- 
ſing their Wealth, tend to their DeſtruQtion. A 


Man ſhall not be eſtabliſhed by Wickedneſs. God 


—— — — — — 
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ſinites bis Hand at their diſboneſt Gain. As by evil 


and unrighteous Dealing, Men devour one another, 
ſo they expoſe themſelves to the deſtroying Judg- 
mei-ts of God. God hath warranted us, to ſay to the 
Rigbteous, That it ſhall be well with bim, for they 
ſhall eat the Fruit of their Doings; But wo to the 
Wicked, it ſhall be ill with bim, for the Reward of bis 
Hands ſhall be given him, Iſai. 3.10,11.---But faith- 
ful Teſtimonies + have been publickly given in God's 
behalf, in this Regard. 


5. People are very much the Strength of Rulers 
by their Loyalty and Affection and dutiful Regards 
to them: Having been put in Mind, to be ſullject to 
Principalities and Powers, and to obey Magiſtrates. * 
When they receive and embrace the ChriftianPrin- 
ciples of Loyalty ; believing thatGod is the ſupream 
univerſal Ruler and Governour among the Nations; 
and tho* he hath not conſtituted any particular Form 
of Government, but left that to the Will andCom- 
pact of Men, as might beſt ſuit their patticulat Ge- 
ius and Circumſtances, not with Power to infringe 
upon the great inviolable Laws of Morality, the 
Rights of the ſupream Ruler, nor the common 
Rights of Humanity ; yer, that Government it ſelf is 
of his Ordination, and that. tbe Puwers ibat be are 
ordained of God--= ; and that the aſtimate End of 
Government, is the Glory of God, and the next the 
Happineſs of Men. Their temporal Good being theie 
more immediate Care, but this in order to their 
eternal; the Rulers own Good and Honour being in- 
volv'd herein. When from ſuch Principles & Con- 
liderations, of the divine Original and Digaity of 
civil Power, the People love, honour and obey 
thoſe who are veſted with it, it is their own and 
the Rulets Honour and Strength, 


1 


— 


+ Dr. Colman, on E ch. . 8, 9. Mr. Barnard' Election Setm. 
Dr. Serra, on Jenab 3. 10. and others, ® Tit. 3. 1. 
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While Rulers in their Stations and various Truſts 
Rule for God, they are to be confidered as his Re- 
preſentatives, and as publick Benefactors; and as 
the Rights, Liberties, Protection and Proſperity of 
the People are to be always regarded, ſo the Honour, 
Jawful Power and Authority of the Ruler are to be 
maintained: and the Intereſt of both are to be con- 
ſidered as united. AndtheRalers paternal Affection 
and Care, and the Subjects Love and Reverence 


14 


ſhould be the happy uniting Bands : © Diviſion of 


Prince and People being their Ruin; but Union, 
© their Vertue, Strength, Delight and Glory. 

The Relation which Rulers ſtand in to their Sub- 
je cts as Fathers to their Country, obliges us to ho- 
nour them. The fifth Commandment teaches us this; 
and we find it connected with the fi:ſt and great 
Doty which we owe to the ſupream Ruler of the 
World. 1 Pet. 2. 17. Fear God, bonour the King. 

This Honour is then truly paid when it flows 
from and is founded in, an inward Love Affection, 
a juſt Reverence and Eſteem, arifivg alſo in pro- 
portion to their perſonal Worth and ſuperiour 
Powers, and their wiſe, juſt and faithful Conduct. 

Where this Principle prevails,and is on fuch good 


| Grounds ſtrengthned, People will yield ready Obe- 


dience to Rulers, according as their ſeveral Stations 
require, Agreable to that divine Command; Let 
everySoul be ſubject to the big ber Pewers, - Rom. 13.1. 
They will look upon themſelves oblig'd in Juſtice 
and Gratitude to give them an honoutable Support, 
while they confider them as God's Miniſters, attend- 
ing continually upon this very Thing, (ver.6,7) Ren- 
dring unto all their Dues - And be ready at the 
hazard of their Lives and Eftates to defend their 
Perſons and Government againſt all Invaders 
When this is the prevailing Temper and Diſpoſi-" 


tion of a People, they will be ready ro put kind 


and candid Conſtructions on the Actions of Rulers, 
and 


1 
1 
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and to cover their humane Prailties or Imperſecti- 
ons, paying all due Regards to their Perſons, Orders 
and Laws. This Loyalty and Affection hath a 
great rendency to attract reciprocal Affection, and 
to engage them to ſeek their People's Welfare with 
D-light ; this encourages theHearts,and ſtrengthens 
the Hands of Rulers, and greatly aſſiſts them in 
omoting the common Welfare. - | 
Whereas the contrary to this, a ſuſpicious and 
quarilous Spirit, a diſobedient Behaviour, and look- 
* ing upon Rulers with a jealous Eye, and with 
the Spirit of Cham expoſing theit Failings, or be- 
* ing ready to report or hearken to Slanders and 
© Reproaches, the Fruits often of ſome privateln- 
©: tereſt or Deſign, if not Maliciouſneſs, making 
ill Conſtructions of their Actions, Orders andLaws, 
becauſe not conformable to their particular Intereſts 
or Humours, tho calculated for the publick Good: 
RR Such Thiogs are both provoking to God, * and 
= greatly weakeoing to the Hands of Rulers ; break- 
== ing the Bands of Society, and tending to bring in 
A 1archy and Confuſion, 
4 6. Io their Union Love and Harmony among theme 
28 ſelves. Nothing can be more weakening to aKipg- 
dom or State, than to be broken into Parties, hav- 
Fu ing ſeperate and oppoſite Intereſts ſet up and pur- 
ſoed: Our Saviour hath taught us, That ſa King- 
dom divided againſt it ſelf cannot fland.F Mens own 
Ws Obſervation might have taught them, if the Scrip- 
i tures had not, that where there is Euvying and 
Strife, there is Confulinn and every evil Work, + 1n- 
ſtead of performing thoſe good Offices whereby the * 
Ends of humane Society may be ſubſerved, they 
are purſuing their own finiſterViews; and whilethey 
bend their Wits & Strength againſt thoſe that op- 


1 


* Kom. 13, 2. 1 Pet, 2.13.15. | Mat. 12, 26. 7 Jam. 3. 16. 
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poſe them, the publick Strength and Intereſt.is pro- 
portionably weakned ; their Order, good Regula- 

. tion and Peace, which is their Strength & Beauty 
is greatly broken and diſturbed. 

Thus it is in Families, and Towns and Charches, 
and thus in larger Bodies & Societies: Diſaffe ction 
and Diſcord occaſioning many troubleſome and di/= 
orderly Paſſions, unkind Reſentments, and miſte- 

preſentations of Actions, or ſuſpicions of their Prin- 
ciples Motives or Ends ; and this not only of 
* Equals,but too often of Superiours alſo, weakening 
* their Hands, caſting Diſcouragements & Difficul- 
© ties in the way of well deſigned Adminiſtrations. 
But on the other Hand, where a Spirit of Love 
and Unity prevails, as it gives a Beauty & Luſtie to 
every Society, it is alſo greatly their Strengrb, 
and renders them the Strength of tbeir Rulers ; 
while they jointly concert, and with Heart and 
Hand promote the common Cauſe, with undiſturbed 
Pleaſure. Charity is not eaſily provoked, it is ready 
to forgive Injuries and Aﬀeonts ; this Bond of pere 
fedineſs is not eaſily broken. 

Behold ! how good and pleaſant it is for Bretbren 
to dw*ll together in Unity ! 

And as of kin to this, and without which a puh- 
lick Union and Harmony is not to be expected, I 
ſhall mention (tho' in a diſtinct Head,) ö 


J. A publick Spirit prevailing, this is much the 
Strength and Glory of a People. When they not 
only wiſh well to all, but have alſo ſuch a Spirit of 
Benevolence as prompts them to do Good to all, 
as they have Opportunity; rejoycing in theirProf- 
perity and grieving at their Sorrows ; --- Truly con- 
cern'd for the Welfare of the $:c/2ty whereof they 
are Members, and willingiv employing their Powets 
and Talents for the publick Good'---- Here. I ſhall 
not conſider this Spirit as it relates to Rulers, (that 

LF, coming 
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coming more properly in another Place) but as it re- 
fers to Men in common, as Members of the civil 
Polity, and as they ſtand obliged every Man to ſeek 
net bis own Things only, but every Man alſo the 
Things of others. Contrary to that private and 
ſelf Spirit, which regards not the Intereſt of o- 
thers, or of the Publick, ſo that their own may Proſ- 
per; which is the chief Spring of Injuſtice, Falſe- 
hood, Slander, Envy and Sedition, which at any 
Time diſorder and weaken humane Societies. 

A truly publickSpirit is an excellent Spirit. Such 
25 poſſeſs it are moſt likely to be good Subjects, to 
be good Neighbours, And if they are in the lower 
Rank of Men, yet will Endeavour according to 
their Capacity, ſubmitting to wholſom Laws, and 
== being diligent io /ore Calling, alſo in their Families, 
to teach ard govern them, that they may grow up 
to be «u/efu} Members of the Common- Wealth, | 
The more any partake of this good Spirit, and 
the more Jarge, generous and pious their good Will 
and Beneficence, the more they reſemble the divine 
Benignity, which hath a conſtant Concern for all his 
Creatures, How greatly would this noble Spirit 
ſerve to uphold the well-being of all Societies and 
Communities ? 

- It will firſtly regard the Proſperity and Flouriſh- 
ig of Religion, the great Baſis of Union and Order 
among Men. It will make Men forward and active 
to promote and ſupport it, in the Miniſtry, Worſbip 
end Ordinances of it: Willingly de voting ſuch Patt 
of their Eſtates or Incomes which are needful for 
the Advancement of the Kingdom of Cyrisr. And 
allo ready to employ their Time, Power or In- 
fluence to ſuppreſs all ſuch Diſorders, Iniquity and 
Vice, as are ditectly contrary to this, and to the 
good of Men, | | 

In like Manner a pubſick Spirit will always hav 

a Que Regard to civil Government, ſenſible of the 
h ; Importance 
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Importance of it to the public Good ; readily ſup- 
porting, ſtrengthning and endeavouring the Succeſs 
of it, as conveying large Bleſſings to us. 

This excellent Spicit will alſo prompt Men to pro- 
mote good Literature, Knowledge and Vertue, a 
good Nurture and Education of Children,as laying 
the beit Foundation to render them ſeviceable to 
Church and State. | 
111188 This fame generous uniting Principle will extend 
1 itſelf, to a juſt Regard to Men's ſecular Intereſts, 
y their Employment, Labour and Handy- Work, their 
li | Trade and Commerce ; That in theſe Things they 
| 


MG 
. 
＋ — „ . 0 


may be mutually ſubſervient, and the good of the 
wbole be in the beſt Manner promoted. Thoſe 
whoſe Trafjick is in Sbips and Merchandize, who 


0 | ſuck of the Abundance of tbe Seas and of Treaſures bid 
nn - in the Sands, will not ſlight thoſe who dwell in the 
{ | Villages; who eat their Bread with the Sweat of their 

itt : Brows, For ſo hath the wiſe Governour of the 
I: World ordered,that they ſhould have theic mutual 


Dependance. | 
As the Cities and Sea. Port Towns have their De- 


| pendance upon the Country, for many of their Ne- 
ll; ceſſaries or Comforts of Life; ſo hath the Country 
| on them for many Supplies and Conveniencies, 


j 15 which they bring them from far. 

f They are Brethren, Members of the ſame Com- 
Nh munity ; Ephriam ſheuld not envy Fudab, nor Judah 
i vex'/Epbraim, Iſai. 11. 13. A publick Spirit would 

| make them conſult each others Edification, and not 

their Deſtruction. They, are both theCare of a kind 
| inJulgentProvidence io a variety of Regards ; who 

1 would have them both happy and te joyciog among 
1 F themſelves and in each other. Zebulun regogcing in 

10 bis goings forth, and Iſſachar in bisTents, both united 

| in the ſame Intereſt, religious and civil, and with 
united Hearts, Fering the Sacrifices of ts > 
/ | | 0) 
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And here might I take the Liberty to borrow the 
inſtructive Words of a faithful Servant of Chriſt yet 
among us, in a Diſcourte before theGeneral Aſſembly 
twenty Years ago“ 8 

---- * So little Reaſon have the Tou or Country 
© to repine at their own, or grudge one another's 
© State ---. We are united by God, and are both 
© of the Body, and have the Comfort and Service 
© one of another; and ſhould have the ſame Honour 
© for and 7% in one another,--- the ſame Care one 
for the other, and each ſeeking the others Wealth. 
© Yea it is a very fatal Thing for the Town and 
© Country to entertain Jealouſies of, or Grudging 
at one another's Intereſts or Proſperities: as to 
© conceive that it can be the Intereſt or Prudence 
© of one to oppoſe, ſtraiten, or put any Hardſhips 
© or Burden on the other. No, both ſhould bear 
* the common Burden together, yea bear one ano- 
© thers Burdens, ſeek one anothers Eaſe, rejoyce in 
each others Succeſſes, and ſo fulfill tbe Law of Love. 


8. In their Religion and real Godlineſs. Religion 
in it's more general and large Senſe, comprizing all 
the before mentioned Vertues --- : But herel take 
it in it's more reſtrained Senſe, for the divine Ho- 
mage and Worſhip immediately due to God : both 
the publick Exerciſe of it, in all the external Duties 
of it, and the internal Exerciſes of it in the Sou), 
which are the Life and Power of Religion: in- 
cluding a fix'd Belief of the glorious Being and Per- 
feftions of God, of his conſtant wiſe and righteous 
Rule and Government, as well as a firm Perſwaſion 
of the Truth of the Revelation which he hath made 
of his glorious Nature and Will; eſpecially in his 
Son Feſus Chriſt, the only. Mediator between God 
and Man; and receiving him accordingly, as the 


8 — 
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Son of God and the only Saviour; truſting in him 

for Righteouſneſs and Life; loving tbe Lord with 
all the Heart and Soul ; --- with all other Graces re- 
quir'd in the Goſpel : which are the Kingdom of 
Cod within Men; their Participation of a Divine 
Nature, i. e. in thoſe heavenlyQualifications where- 
by they reſemble the bleſſed God : that Holineſs, 
whereby a Man is prepared for Communion with 
God, and the everlaſting Enjoyment of him. 

This is a divine Rectitude, in a gracious Meaſure, 
reſtored to the Soul; by the quickning Power of 
the Holy Spirit, whereby we are paſſed from Death 
zo Life, and diſpoſed to liv: t God, This is there- 
fore the great Ornament, Excellency and Dignity 
of any Man. The Saints are the excellent in the 
Eartb, When Religion prevails in the Hearts and 
Lives of Men, they become a /iving People. God 
puts his Spirit within them and cauſeth them to, live. 

They live to God, and fo as to anſwer the great 
End of Life, and conſequently are in the beſt man- 
ner uſeful in the World; as it were eaſy to ſhew. 
True Religion therefore makes good Rulers and 
good Subjects; rect ifies particular Perſons & Families, 
This brings both Church and Hate into the beſt Or» 
der, and under the moſt bea/tbful Conſtitution. 

As the Religion of Caxr1srT our Saviour ſets be- 
fore us the true Principles and Rules, the ſtrongeſt 
Motives ani] Arguments, to all good Behaviour in 
every Capacity and Relation which Men ſutlain ; 

P ſo when it takes Place in the Soul, or wherein 
Holineſs is implanted, there is an baviiual Inclina— 
tion to all that is goed and vertuous. Ir extirpates 
thoſe diſorderly Affe ct ions and Luſls of Pride, Envy, 
Covereouſneſs, and others ;. from whence ſpring Ja- 
Juftice, Fraud, Oppreſſien, Diſobedieuce and Rebellion, 


il 
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whereby the good Ocder and Tranquility of Socie 
ties is diſturbed. | 
Whereas ſtrict and ſevere Laus, need to be made 

for the Lawleſs and Diſobedient, for the Ungodly and 
for Sinners, the Unholy and Propbane ; and they are 
ſcarce kept by Threats and Penalties in any tollera- 
ble Order, or from bringingGuilt and Miſchief upon 
themſelves and othets: The truly religious or godly 
need not ſuch Reſtraints; they have the Law of 
God written in tbeir Hearts, They love his Word, 
and fear to offend him, when they are in no Dangec 
of Puniſhment from Men. A fincere Regard to the 
Honour of God and the publickGood, prompts them, 
to pray for Kings and all in Autbority, that under 
them, we may lead quiet and peateable Lives in all 
 godlineſs and honeſtly. It makes Men heartily con- 
cerned for the Good of theirFellow- Men,eſpecially 
as Chriſtians : It will influence them to ſtudy to be 
quiet and 30 do their ownBuſine/s ; and to avoid every 
Thing that is diſhoneſt, mean and baſe ; to ſuppreſs 
inordinate Deſires after ſenſible Things, while they 
feek firſt the Kingdom of God, and having in the Vie 
of their Faith, the Things that are inviſible and e- 

ternal, as of infinitely greater Weight and Worth. 
This will influence them to ſetChriſt before them, 
as their great Exemplar and Pattern, and to endea- 
vour that the ſame Mind may be in them, which was 

in Him, and that they may walk as he walked. 

Finally, What/ſoever Things are true, whatſiever 
Things are venerable,--- juſt, pure, lovely, and of good 
Report, as they love Vertus and the Praiſe that com- 
eth from God, they think of, and purſue theſe 

Things. 29 | ; 2 
So that it will eaſily appear, in a reſulgent Light, 
to any that will ſeriouſly conſider, that Religion is 
the Life and Strength, the Beauty and Glory of a 
People, and renders them the Honour, Strength, and 
Delight of their pious Rulers, - s 
"0 2 Beſides 
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Beſides the gracious Regards, which the holyGod, 
the ſupream Ruler hath to a religious and holy Peo- 
ple, to their Safety, Proſperity and Honour; who 
is ever mindful of his Covenant : and who keepeth 
Mercy and Truih to them that fear him: On whoſe 
mighty Power and Care all their Felicity depends. 
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j As is next, briefly, to be conſidered. _ 
I Having thus conſider'd the Means natural or 
[i ; moral, of a People's Strength, I proceed to mention. 
11 2. The great Author or Efficient, viz. The Lord 
| of Hoſts tbeir cod. Aſter all that can be ſaid of the 
11 fl Strength of a People and of thoſe that govern them, 

i | it muſt be remembred that it is all derivative; all 
1 from him who is the Hrength of Iſrael. 

ll! As he was the God of Iſrael in a Way of pecu- 
1;  Iarity, /ſeperating tbem for bimſelf, from all. other 
1 People, as a God in Covenant with them; ſo now 
_ he becomes a God to other People, whom he calls 
ul. by his Grace into the Profeſſion of his Goſpel ; 


— 


they become his viſible People who are baptiſed into 
Chriſt, and have put on a Profeſſion of him. | 
When God promiſes a People that be will be their 
God, that be will ſet bisTabernacle among tbem, it com- 
Priſes all Good to them. All their Proſperity and 
Happineſs depends upon his Preſence and favoura- 
ble Regards. There is a common Providence which 
God extends over all Creatures, thro' all the King- 
dom of Nature ; upholding and governing all 
Things to their deſigned Ends: And there is a 
gracious Providence towards his People, when he 
takes Care for their Protection and Defence, and 
makes them to dwell ſafely; ſaving them from 
Wars, Sickneſſes and deſolating Judgments; when 
the ſecrecy of bis Preſence is their Pavilion, (Pſal. 4. ult.) 
When he p:eſerves and increaſes, them ;---Succeeds 
their lawful Deſigns, and bleſſes the Work of their 
Hands ---- He thus admoniſhes his People, Deut. 8.* ⁵ü 
28. Thou ſhalt remember the Lord thy God, for it is il 
J that giveth thee Power te get Wealth, Not their 2 
: | own 
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own Skill nor the Might of their Hand.----- He 
cauſeth the Earth to yield its increaſe, and the Trees 
of the Land their Fruit, or if he pleaſes breaks 
the Pride of their Power, and puniſhes them with * 
Drought and Scarcity. 

He gives them Skill and Courage for their De- 
fence, or ſaves them from tbe hurtful Sword; he 


girdeth them with Strength and makeib their Way 
perfect. | Sai 


When he leads them in a plain Path, favours 
dhem with his merciful and wiſe Conduct in their 
Affairs, or when they are perplext and difficult; 
he cauſeth his Candle to ſhine upon them, and by 
his Light, they walk tbrough Darkneſ5.----As when in 
all their Ways they acknowledge him, they may 
hope, that he will direct tbeir Paths, (Prov. 3 5,6) 
---- When he appears to fulfill ſuch gracious Pro- 
miſe as he makes to Moſes, (Exod. 33. 14.) My 
Preſence ſhall po with thee,. --- | | 
But the great God, eſpecially appears to be a 
God to his People, in the happy Fruits of his/Þeciat 
Grace in Chriſt Feſus,---When he not only gives them 
his Judgments, his Word and Ordinances, but alſo 
gives them his good Spirit to infirud? them, and cauſe th 


them to underſtand tbe Way of Truth, and to walk in 


his Statutes. When he formeth them for 'bim/elf to 
ew forth bis Praiſe. | | 
When he brings them into Subjection to Chriſt 
and renews them after his Image, and enables them 
to live as becomes his Followers, thoſe who are re 
deemed from a vain Converſation in tbelVerid. What- 
ever Vertues and Graces beautify and adorn them, 
they are all from the Fatber of Lights, from whom. 
cometh every good and perfect Gift. | 
This is their true Greatneſs andStrength,that they 
have Statutes and Judgments ſo righteous, when 
they have Wiſdom andUnderſtanding to obſerve and 
keep them, And when God is graciouſly nigh unte 
!hem is all that they call upon bim for, (Deut. 4 6, 8.) 
| 3 II. PROP. 
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bearty Senſe bereof in all their Adminiſtrations. The 
Gevernours of Fudab ſhall ſay in their Hearts, Qc. 


Dependance on their People; and their piows Re- 


Intereſt is one; they are one Body, And, as- in the 


Foot, I bave no need of thee ; ſo in the Political. 


3. e. while the People are careful according to the 


. mult needs include in it, their bearty and faithful 


24 An Election SER MON. 
PROP. II. That Rulers ſhould have a deep and 


This includes in it two Things, viz. theit kind 
Reſpect to, and juſt Senſe of their Intereſt in, and 


gard to GOD. | 

1. It includes the Governours or Rulers kind Sen» 
timents concerning their People, of their Intereſt in 
them, and ſubordinate Dependance on them, and their 
Endeavour accordingly to promote #beir Good in all 
Things, as their own, They all ſay in their Hearts, 
---imports that it is but juſt that they ſhould have 
ſuch Thoughts; that their Dependance, humanely 
ſpeaking, is upon their People (the Inbabitants) - for 
their Honour Strength and Safety, For that their 


natural Body, the Eye may not ſay to the Hand or 


The Intereſt of Rulers and People muſt, not be con- 
ceiv'd of as ſeparate, but what is for the Emolument 
and Strength of the People, is ſo of their Rulers, 


divine Laws, to render unto all their Dues. 2h 
It is the Prerogative of God alone the ſupream . 
Ruler to be abſolutely independent; to ſtand in no 
need of Counſel, Aids or Aſſiſtance of anyCreatures. 
Whereas earthly Rulers ſtand in need one of ano- 
ther in ſuperiour and inferiour Places of Rule, ſor Ad- 
vice, Courage, mutual Friendſhip and Aſſiſtsapce; 
and of the People (under God) for Suppore, Defence 
and Eonour.--- And their acting with a.juſt Sen/z of 
this, in the Adminiſtrations of their Government, 


Endeauours to promote the great Intereſts of the 
Pe ple; that they being wiſe and good, ſtrong and 
powerful, wealthy and honourable, may, in the beſt 
Senſe, be the Strength of their Rulers. 
Particularly | | 

3. That 


- 
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1. That they be Eyes to guide them, to eſpy Dan- 
ers, and to prevent whatſoever tends to weaken ben, 
t is the honourable Character of David, that as a2 
Faithful Sbepberd, he fed the People according to 
the Integrity of his Heart, and guided them by the 
Skilfulneſs of bis Hand. Rulers conſidered as Heads, 
are to be Guides to the Body, to lead it in right 
Ways. Accordingly, Viſdom is a great and neceſſary 
Character in a Ruler; and comprizes in it a diſtinct 
and clear underſtanding of the State and Interefts of 
a People, with their variousCircumſtances, weighing 
the Appearances and Tendencies of Things, and ap- 
plying the beſt Means to prevent impending Evils ; 
guiding the publick Affairs ſo as may be for the 
common Good, not only preſent but future, as far 
as prudent Foreſight, by the Rules of Reaſon and the 
Nature of Things, may determine. 
© If the Hands are ſtrong for Action, or the Fees 
© fit for Motion, yet if there be not Eyes & Diſcre- 
tion in the Head to guide and determine them, 
they are liable to work their own Ruine. 
This was the great Gift which Solomon asked of the 
Lord, Underſtanding to judge the People, and to diſcers 
between Good and Bad. + And the Speech pleaſed 
the Lord. It is mentioned as the ſingulat Honour of 


= the Heads of Iſſacbar, that they bad underſtanding 


of the Times, to know what Iſrael ought to do, ® 

As the want of Wiſdom is diſhonourable in thoſe - 
that govern, ſo it is very pernicious to thoſe that are 
governed; They ſhould be able to lead them and 
chuſe out their Way, as is the Character of that 
great and good Man, I cboſe out their Way, and ſat 
Chief. F But if inſtead of this, their Leaders cauſ# 
them to err, they that are led ef them are liable to be 
de ſtroy' d. l. © Wd e 
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God promiſes it, as a greatBleffing,t Viſdam and 
Knowledge ſhall be the Stability of thyTimes- ==. The 
wiſe and good Conduct of Rulers is highly neceſſary 
to a People's Strength and Proſperity. And this is 
indeed the great End of Government, and for which 
the great and. ſupream Ruler hath ordained ir. 
Without Government a People muſt be in a ſadCon- 
dition, in the preſent finful State of the World, 
When #bere was no King in Iſrael, every Man doing 
what was right in bis own Eyes; to what an height 

of Impiety did they quickly arrive? | 
Bat when the Leaders as faithful Watchmen fore- 
ſee Evil, look to their Safety, endeavour their Pro- 
tection and Defence from Enemies, and to ſcreen 
them from publick Miſchiefs, threatning' them; 
when they ſtudy what is the true Intereſt of a Peo- 
ple, and the regular Means to obtain it; when with- 
out any corrupt Biaſs, or miſguided Paſſions, they 
ſer their Hearts impartially to theſe Things, how 
great a Bleſſing are they? How much the Life and 
Strength of a People? , | 
© 2. That by enacting and executing good d wholeſome 

Laws, they endeavour to promote all ſuch Things 
which conduce to the Strength and Emolument of 
 #beir People. Even thoſe that exerciſed Authority _ 
in the Gentile Nations, had the honourable Title of 
BenefatFors ; the Light of Reaſon teaching them, 
that this was the great End of all Rule andGovern- 
ment: And more clearly are Chriſtian Rulers 
taught to be Miniſters of God to us forGood. And one 
eſpecial Way of approving themſelves ſo, is. by 
making wi/e and juſt Laws, which is'one Branch of 
their Power and Teuſt ; --- as, for the defending of 
their juſt Rights,both as Men and as Chriſtians, -- ſo 
to prevent all Rebellion againſt the Crown and /aw- 
ful Government; the Quietneſs and Peace of the 
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tate, which is directly to weaken inſtead of ſtrength- 
ning the Hands of Rulers, and deſtructive to the 
Good of the whole. , 7 
---Laws for the maintaining of Juſtice and Rigb- 
teouſneſs, and theSuppreſſion of all Fraud, Oppreſhon 
and Violence ; whereby the Quiet and Peace of 
Men are diſturbed, their Properties invaded, and 
their Strength weakned. --- And for the Direction 
of the Officers and Miniſters of Fuſtice,that they may 
have good and ſafe Rules by which to proceed ia 
all their Adminiſtrations. And that the People may 
know what is Equality and Proportion, juſt and righe 
in all their Dealing, and not incroach and prey upon 
one another. For thus God requires; a perfect and 
a juſt Weight, a perfect and a juſt Meaſure Malt tbou 
bave. Deut. 25. 13,--15. | 
As alſo Laws for the detecting and puniſhing of 
Theft, Forgery, falſe Swearing,---whereby the Rights 
and Lives of Men are endangered. . 
Laws for the Advancement of Religion; that 
it may be honourably ſupported, and carefully pro- 
pagated ; their religious (as well as civil) Rights 
defended ; and that all Profaneneſs, Blaſphemy and 
Impiety, whereby our great Protector, is directly 
affronted and contemned, may be duly puniſhed 
and ſuppreſſed. --- As alſo againſt Intemperance, 
Idleneſs, Luxury and Exceſs ; which are ſo many 
Diſeaſes of a People,that weaken and deſtroy them. 
Laws to encourage Diligence, T briftineſs and Fu- 
gality, and for the prevention of proud, profuſe Ex- 
pences and Extravagancies, But poſſibly it will be 
tho't, that our preſent Poverty and Diſtreſs, will 
have a more powerful Influence, and render ſuch 
Proviſion needleſs. | | | 
This was wiſe Advice to a good and great Ruler, 
Exod. 18 20.--- Thou ſbalt teach themOrdinances and 
Laws, and ſhalt ſhew them the Way wherein they muſt 
walt, and the Work that they muſt do. 
| But 
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got the Sword in vain. 
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But all this is doing but half what is requiſite for 
the Strength and Safety of a People. Rulers muſt 
take the moſt effectual Care for the due Execution 
of good Laws that are made: That the Sons of Vis- 


| lence may be reſtrained, the leud and vicious be put 


to Shame, all Iniquity and Diſorder duly witneſſed 
againſt (that they may not bring Guilt upon the 
Land) By the Judges, Fuſtices and all other 
Officers, faithfully diſcharging their Truſt, Thus 
the Magiſtrate will approve himſelf a Miniſter of 
God for Good, when he is an Avenger to execute 


' Wrath, upon them that do Evil. And when the pea- 


ceable in the Land are protected, and the vertuous 
and good duly encouraged and rewarded, thenthe 
Laws anſwer their Intention, and the Ruler beareth 


3. That the ſuperiour Rulers, or thoſe who have 


it in their Power, prudently and impartially confer 
Offices and Honours upon Men according to their 


Capacity and Merit. Their Eyes ſhould be upon the 
faithful in the Land: Such as have a Principle of 
Honeſty, Integrity and Piety, who will make Conſ- 
cience of diſcharging the Truſt tepoſed in them. 
And who have Underſtanding, Knowledge and 
Wiſdom, in good meaſure equal to the Poſts aſſigned 
them; and that they be well reported of for good 
Works. The want of a due Regard to this, and whe- 
ther they will be acceptable to their Bretbren, may be 
of ill Conſequence, and greatly tend to weaken the 
Hands of Government. But in theſe Caſes, Rulers 


have need of much Caution, Diſcretion and Vigi- 


lence, that they be not impoſed upon by wrong Ju- 


formations, of ſome deſigning Perſons. For as the 


wiſe Man obſerves, If a Ruler hear ken to Lies, all bis 
Servants are wicked, * -- Thoſe who have not learnt 


_ © to rule themſelves, ſhould not be look'd upon as 
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© fit to rule others. Such as are breakers of the 
© Laws, are not fit to be truſted with the Execution 
© of them. Honour is not ſeemiy for a Fool. 

We find that this was theCare of ſuch as had the 
Character of good Rulers, Thus the firſt great 
Leader of Iſrael could ſay, I 800k the chief of your 
Tribes, wiſe Men, and known, aud made them Heads 
over you, And [ charged your Judges Gc F This 
was the Reſolution & Care of King David. * And 
this is given as the Reaſon of that excellent Gover- 
your Nebemiab, his appointing ſuch to a Place of 
conſiderable Treft : Becauſe be was a faithful Man, 
and feared God above many. I This reflects Honour 


upoa thoſe that appoint them, and ſhe ws that the 


are not governed by Favour orAﬀection, or private 
Views; and ſuch will from Principle, honour and 


obey thoſe that are over them, as well as ſeek the 


Welfare of thoſe that are under them, and by theſe, 
the Body as by fo many Joints and Bands will be 
fuly framed and knit together. 

4. That they lead and influence them by their 
own good Examples, As their Vertue and Religion 
is their own greateſt Honour, ſo they refle@ an Ho- 
nour upon that, and are a great Check & Reſtraint 
to them that are Evil ; and a greatEncouragement 
and Strength to them that are Good. — Thus 
their Piety, Probity, Goodneſs, and a publickSpirir, 
they both inlighten and lead others ; whereas theic 
31] Examples are very infectious and pernicious. | 

By their own pious Regards to the Houſe & Day 
and Worſbip of God, and by the Light of their good 
Converſation ſvining before others, they beſt convince 
Men that they defire the flouriſhing of Religion, as 
their true Glory and Happineſs. The Text imports 
that this ſhould be the Diſpoſition of Rulers, to go be- 
fore the People in their humble/ceking to & Bepeudanc⸗ 
on God. By their Rigbtesuſne/s & Honeſty in their 


I Ocut. 1. 15. * Plal. 101 || Nch. 7. 2. | 
E private 
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private Dealings and Capacities, and by their Tem- 


perance, Sobriety, Purity, and ftrict Vertue, they are , 


great Ornaments ta the Common Wealth ; and 


. greatly lead and excite others of inferiour Rant, to 


the Practice of theſe Things. It hath been an ancient 
Obſervation, Regis ad exemplum c. And when by 
the faithful diſcharge of their various Offices and 
Trufts, they appear to have a juſt Regard to Righ- 
reouſneſs, Order and Peace, and the beſt Good of _ 
Mankind, how'greatly do they endear themſelves 
to them, and engage theic Reverence, SubjeCtion 
and Love ? 

5. That they rule with Clemency, Love & Goodneſs. 
Since the Honour and Safety of Rulers depend upon 
their People, under God, it is natural and rational 
that they ſhould rule with Love and not withRigour, 
Since-by the Peoples Numbers, Strength, Riches and 
Vertue, Kings become great and powerful at Home, 
and formidable to their Enemies abroad. It is 

* the great Intereſt and Wiſdom of Princes and 
© Rulers by a mild and gentle Government, by en- 

© couraging Trade and Husbandry, {by making all 


©"eaſy under them, ta promote the Increaſe and 


© Wealth of their People.“ It was the happy 


State of Iſrael, when what/pever the King did pleaſed 


all the People. It was wife and good Advice of the 
ſage Councellors of Rehoboam, [the old Men who had 


ſtood before Solomon hisFather ] If thou be kind to this 


People and pleafe them, and ſpeak good Words to them, 
they will be thy Servants for ever. F And his nor 


heatkening to it, was his great Unhappineſs, Puniſn- 


ment and Loſs. When Governours & Rulers /ze& 
the Wealth of their People and ſpeał Peace to them, they 
take the moſt effectual Courſe to be accepted of bs 
Multitude of their Brethren ; as was the excellent 


Character of Mordecai + When they have a juſt 


_ that. their — are theirStrength & Honour, 


* 


* M. wy on Proy. 20, 29, + 2 Chr. 10. 7. + Efth, 10. 33 
that 
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that they are their Children, their Bone and their 
Fleſh, they will ,teaderly ſympathize with them in 


their Afflictions, endeavour to redrels their Injuries, . 


ward off their Dangers, promote their Happineſs, to 
the utmoſt of their Power. As W n 

Even natutal Reaſon improv'd, hath taught Men 
to exetciſe great Clemency, Goodneſs, and Benignity, 
towards thoſe who were under their Government. 
Many Inſtances might be named among the ancient 
Greeks and Romans. To ſingle out but one; The 
Roman, Orator, who wasalſoa Ruler in the Common 
Wealth, was wont to ſay, * That if be could gain 
Immortality by prejudicing bis Country, be would nos 
accept of it. | And how greatly was he lov'd and 
hogour'd? It is reported of him, that when by the 
Means of Clodius, he was forc'd into Exile; be- 
© ſides the whole Body of the Senate, there were 


* above e nty thou/and Men, put themſelves into 


* Mourning Apparrel, and when he had his Liberty 


© to return, almoſt all-/taly went out of their Towbs , 


to welcome him home.] 

How much more thould the ſuperiour, divine 
Revelations, and Principles of Religion, influence to 
this? And that Word which hath thus honoured 
Rulers, — I bave ſaid ye are Gods, Plal. 82. 6. 


which ſignifies, that as they bear the Image of his 


Authority and Rule, ſo they ſhould ' be Bleſſings 
unto Men, in their wiſe juſt and faithful Admini- 


ſtrations, and when they are alſo kind,beneficent and 


merciful, they peculiarly ſhine as the Children of 1be 
bigheſt. It is obſervable how David bow'd the Hearts 
of tbe Men of Fudab, by a kind & affectiog Speech.“ 
© That may be drawn by Love, which will aot 
© be driven by amighty Force. f e 


om 


* 2 Sam. 19. 14 f Duro con Duro, non fat bon Muro; ſay the 
Ita lians A firm Wall will not be made up with hard Stones, 
buhout the mixture of ſome yielding Matter to cement it. 
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A good Ruler neceſſarily takes in the CharaQef 


of a publick Spirit: a hearty Concern for the beſt 


Intereſts of the People civil and religious, Like him, 
who ſaith, FI do not remember thee, let my (Tongue 
cleave to the Roof of my Muth; if I prefer not Feru- 
falem above my chief Foy, * This was the Character 
of thoſe excellent Rulers, whoſe Names ſhine in the 
ſacred Pages; --- Moſes and Jaſbua, and Samuel, and 
David, Hezekiab, and others, as well as Prophets and 
Teachers, who will be had in everlaſlingRemembraace. 
So pious Nebemiab, one of the beſt of Governours, 4 
Man that ſought the Welfare of his People ; F how 
did he improve his Intereſt in the Court of Per ſia, 
and with the King, in ſoliciting on their. Behalf ? 
and, his Intereſt in Heaven, in his fervent Prayers 
for them? He laid out himſelf for the Defence of 
his beloved City; and gladly accepted the Aſſitance of 


the able and wealthy among them to do their Parts. 


As alſo, took Care to redreſs their Grievances, tore- 
form their Diſorders, and promote Religion. And 
with what Comfort could he appeal to God ? Think 
upon me, O my God for good, according to all that I 
baue done for tbis People ||, Thus for the fir Head 


under the Propoſition. 


2. This alſo imports in it, the Rulers pious Regard 


to God. Ia the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem ſhall be 


my Strength, in the Lord of H H their God They 
Jean not ſo upon their People, as to forget their Cod. 

This muſt enter into the Character of a good Ruler, 
to be ſenſible, that he rules for God, and that he 
hath the higheſt Dependance upon Him who bath 
the Hearts of People in bis Hands, as well as the 
Hearts of Rings; That they receive all their right- 
ful Authority from him, by whom Princes rule, No- 
bles, and all Judges of tbe Earth; + That they arg 
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the Shields of the Earth, and as ſuch belong unto ths 
Lord; * That he is the Scource and Original of all 
Power, Honour, & Strength. Therefore he is called 
the Strength of Vrael, F And in like manner, the 
Kings Strength. + And as that pious King acknow- 
leges, Both Riches and Honour come of thee, and thou 
reig neſt over all, and in thine Hand is Power & Migbt, 
and in thine Hand it is to make Great, and #0 give 
Strength unto all. || And to thoſe thats have no Might 
be increaſeth Strength. 4 Thus in the State of Jeru- 
ſalem, to which the Text primarily refers, tho' the 
Inhabitants were comparatively few and Poor, yet 
God could make them the Strength of their Rulers, 
and Feruſalem a Cup of Trembling to all tbas were 
round about ber, ver. 2, 3, 6. 

The pions Ruler is heartily ſenſible that his own 
Strength and his Peoples, is only in the Lord of Hoſts, 
and in his being their God : And their being dear to 
him ; the Lord's Portion is bis People, and Iſrael is 
the Lot of bis Inberitance. * And when they obey 
his Voice indeed, and keep his Covenant, they are 
a peculiar Treaſure unto bim. The Lord delighteth 
in them, they are precious in bisSight and bonourable. 
When Iſrael is Holineſs to the Lord, all that devour 
bim, ſhall offend, Evil ſhall come upon them, Iſai.a 3. 

When they look upon them as ſtanding in ſuch 
honourable Relation to the great God, and Saviour; 
they account it their own great Honour, that they 
are not Rulers over Heathen, nor the Sordid and 
Refuſe of the Earth, but the People of God, It 
greatly endears them, and raiſes their Delight and 
Pleaſure, that they are the People of the God of 
Abraham, the ranſomed of the greatRedeemer : whom 
he hath called into his Kingdom of Grace,and many 
of them Heirs of Glory; ---the Sbeep of bis Paſture, 


pe III 


Pal. 47. ult, + 1 Sam 15. 29. + Plal. 99. 4. |] t Chron: 
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be Work of bis Hands; Therefore they can expect 
a loyal and datitul Regard from them : and that 
thro” the Influences of the divine Spirit, to Rulers 
and People, their Hearts ſhall be diſpoſed to the 
Things that are juſt and right, to be Things 1bat 
make for Peace, and whereby they may edify one another, 
And that he will not ſuffer a perverſe Spirit to be 
mingled among them (as betwixt the Men of Sbe- 
chem and the Houſe of Mills) ſo that the wiſeſt 
Counſels ſhould not take Place. That the Counſels 
* of Peace nor the Paths of Peace ſhould be hid from 
the Leaders or tbe People, that they ſhould be daſi'd 
one againſt anotber, to their Confuſion & Ruine! 
But that the God of Ocder, Love and Peace, would 
give them Peace always, by all Means. 

They can depend upon their Strength & Aſfiſt- 
ance, and all ſuitable Support and Encouragement, 
under God, ſeeing they are ſuch as Fear God and 
Honour the King: while they are themſelves ſolici- 
tous to rule and lead them as reaſonable Creatures, 
as Freemen and Chriſtians, and according to God's 
Laws, and in his Fear, with Integrity & Skilfulneſs ; 
they heartily expect that God will graciouſly own 
and bleſs them, and be their God and their Strength. 


PROP. III. That it is their great Happineſs, when 
God makes this the Dypoſition and State of Rulers 
and People. 5 | 

This is promiſed in the Text as God's great Fa- 
vour to his People: And that it is ſo, needs no 
labour'd Proof, the Thing ſpeaks itſelf, God bleſſes 
them when he gives Strength and, Salvation to his 
People. [ It is a great Favour of God to a People, 
when he makes their great Men good, to have 
a due Regard to God and to their People as, 
bis People, and eſpecially to all good Men; 
When their Gyvernours and Rulers look upon 
Religion and religious People, to be their Strength, 


* and that it is their Inteceſt to Support them: 
| * When 
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When they call godly, praying People, and skil- 
£ ful, faithful Miniſters, the Charicts and Horſemen 
of Iſrael, as Foaſh did Eliſha.'F | | 
It is the graciousPromiſe of God in thisChap. ver. g. 
He tbat is feeble among them ſhall be as David, ile. they 
ſhall be prudent, bold anditruey ſtrong and active, 
like David, skilful to enterprize and accompliſh 
great Things, as David; And the Houſe of David 
ſhall be as God, as the Angel of the Lord before them. 
It is a great Bleſſing when God endues Rulers with 
Wiſdom and Grace for ' Counſel and Government 
for the Service to which they are deſign'd, to go 
before the People as an Angel: When they 
are knowing and wiſe, beneficient and good, active 
and diligent as Angels, endeavouring to advance 
the Glory of God and the Good of Men. - When 
© God increaſes the Gifts and Abilities, Vertues 
© and Graces, of Princes and People in Proportion 
© to the reſpective Services to which they ate de- 
5 ſign'd.“ 7 ] | | | | 1 
It is a great and comprehenſive Mercy of God to 
a People, when he gives them Rulers, who diſcern. 
Time and Fudgment, and are faithful to the ſupream _ 
Ruler who appoints them, endeavouring to be like 
him in Goodneſs and univerſal Beneficence to Men. 
--- As on the contrary, when there is 0 firong Rod: 
to be a Scepter to Rule, this is aLamentation and ſhall. 
be for a Lamentation, Ezek. 19 14. It is juſtly ac: 
knowledged concerning King Slomon, * Becauſe tbe 
Lord loved Iſrael, therefore be made 1hee King, to de 
Fuſtice and Judgment. It is a gracious Promiſe of 
God to his People, || Kings ſhall be thy nur ſing Fa- 
thers, and Queens thy nurſing Mothers.--- How happy 
when it is tulfilled; or rather when, as natural Pa- 
rents, with Tenderneſs, Love and Compaſſion, they 
protect. guide, and nouriſh them; When they 
faithfully maintain the Cauſe of God, Religion and 


mee 


6 — 
— ——— — — —— 


— 


| 4 Mr. Henry, * 1 King. 20. 9. || Ii. 49. 23. 
 Pirtue, 
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Virtue, the beſt Intereſt of their People; preſerving 
their Liberties and Rights, and as Fatbers to them, 
3 all Regards endea vour to encourage and comfort 
them. : | 

And when ia Return, the favour'd People,bonour 
and l;ve them ; ſtrengthen their Hands and encourage 
their Hearts, by heartening to their wiſe Counſels, 
obeying their juſt Commands, Orders and Laws, 
as over them in theLord ? --- When tbeRighteous are 
in Autbority, the People rejoyce. They have Rea» 
. ſon to rejoyce, and all good People will. 

How quiet and eaſy will this render Rulers in 
their Poſts; As they have the Conſciouſneſs of their 
owa Integrity, and have the People's Hearts and 
Hands ready to aſſiſt them? And eſpecially, what 
Comfort and Tranquility will it adminiſtec in the 
Proſpect of their in,’ Account, at the dread Tribunal 
of the great Fudge of the World, (be fore whom 
RKNulets of all Ranks, as well as their meaneſt Sub- 
jects muſt appear) and when they are reſigniog their 
Lives with their Poſts, they can reflect, with that pious 
King ; Remember, O Lord, bow I bave walked before 
hee in Truth, and with a perfect Heart, and have done 
bat which is good and right in tb Sight. 

How happy thePeople, whom the moſt high God, 
the Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth, hath ſuch a 
"Favour for? When he pleaſes to afford them bis 
gracious Preſence to direct them, in the difficult and 
important Affairs of Government, to influence their 
Counſels, and ſucceed their laudable Adminiſtrations, 


or Enterprizes ; when he ſmiles on their outward 


Intereſts, and crowns their Labours with Succeſs ; and 
eſpecially when he makes their Sus proſper ; and 
under the wiſe Conduct & good Examples of Rulers 
civil & ſacred, and the gracious Influences of his_Holy 
Spirit, they lead quiet and peaceable Lives, in all god- 
lineſs and boneſty. We may ſay of ſuch a People 
as of J/racl of old, Happy art theu O! Iſrael, who is like 
| #hee, O People, ſaved by the Lord] who is the Shield- 


* 


mn ww. nf 


— 


An Eleftion SER MO N. 37 


of thine Help, and the Sword of - thine Bucellency | * 
Happy is that People that is in ſuch a Caſe, bappy is 
that People whoſe God is the Lord. | They are a Crown 
of Glory in the Hand of the Lord, and a royal Diadem | 
in tbe Eand of « our God, f 


I paſs to dome APPLICATION of theſe Thiogs, 


1. To make ſome brief Refedtion os our ſelves, 
and conſider our n Hate: O that this Day, bit 
Scripture might be fulfilled in our Ears! that this 
might be the happy State of this Land. O that the 
moſt merciful God our Saviour, who is exalted to be 
Head over all to the Church; who knows: our State, 
and knows our Works, and how far they fall ſhort. 
of being perfect before him; how weak we a e, 
how declining and conſumptive; would pity us and 
revive us again, that we might rejoyce in Him 4 
that he would, for us, ſtrengthen the Things which 
remain, that are ready to die! 

May he not ſay of us; © Thou baſt a little: 
Strength, and baſt kept my Word, and baſt not denied 


-my Name, May he alſo ſay, Becauſ+ thou baſt kæpt 


the Word of my Patience, I alſo will keep thee, from 
the Hour of Temptation, "which ſhall come upon all tbe 
World, to try them that dwell on the Barth, Bebold, 
I come quickly ; bold faſt that thou baſt, that go Man 
rake thy Crown I + | 
We have great Cauſe to be thankſul to God, for 


the good Government over us; for the happy Eüab- 


liſhment in ur Nation: And that be bath made; 
Great Britain ſuch a Glory among the Nations, and 
ſuch a Streogth and Bulwark to tbe Proteſtant Re- 
ligion ; Praiſe and Honour belongs to the glorious: 
Head of tbe Church. May He be the ſaving: 


Strength of his Anointed, our rightful . om 


1 


— 


Deut, 33. 29. 5 Ita 62. 3. + Rev, 3. 8, 10, * 8 
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the Britiſh Throne, and ſpeak well concerning the 
Houſi of bis Servant, for a long while yet to come; 
and cauſe it greatly to grow and flouriſh : And may 
the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line, abide before 
him, to all Generations. | . 
As alſo that God hath in ſo many Iuſtances, bleſſed 
this Land ; that he hath ſtretched forth theſe Hea- 
vens, and laid the Foundations of our Earth, in ſuch 
a happy ſubſer viency to Religion, the Intereſt and 
Kingdom of our great Redeemer ; And that he hath 
ſo far continued. our invaluable Privileges Religious 
and Civil unto this Time; and that we have reli- 
gious Rulers who ſeek our Welfare. 2 4 
- Tho? as to our o e:a0, d Affairs, he hath weakned 
our Krengtb, and brought us very lou, and hath great - 
ly diſtreſſed his People in the Months paſt ; --» And 
our civil Affairs are attended with great Perp/exity ; 
for which Things we have cauſe to mourn and ſay, 
«>» Are not theſe Evils come upon us, becauſe our God 
is not am»ngſtus * Yethe hath ſhewed us Tokens 
for Good, and that he hath not utterly forſaken us -- 
but hath given us ſome Reviving --- And now for a 
little ſpace, Grare bath been ſhewed us from the Lord 
our God; He hath mercifully lightned our Eyes. F 
Hath given his Holy Spirit to enligbten and convince 
many of their Sins, in divers Parts of the Land,and 
particularly in this Tows, the City of our Solemnities. 
Many with ſolicitous Souls, are inquiring after God 
their Saviour; taking Bold of bis Strength, and 
miking Peace with God. Many we hope, reſcued: 
out'of the Hands of the firong Man armed, deliver- 
end our of the Powers of Darkneſs, and tranſlated into 
the Kingdom of God's dear Son: Which Work is yet 
" Happily going on in divers Places; and for the fur- 
ther glorious Socceſſes of it, Praiſe waitet h for thee, 


12 


| O Cod in Zion ! 
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May we not humbly hope, that God who 


is thus repairing the Deſolations of his Houſe, 
will give us a Wall in Fudab and Feruſalem ; or 
that his Salvation ſhall be inſtead of Walls and 
Bulwarks to us. That he will relieve us in ou? 


Diſtreſſes: That he will ſay concerning this Land, 


»=- Deſtroy it not, for a Bleſſing is in it. R 


Omitting any Inferences, that might be made, | 


1 only add, 


2. As what hath been offer'd ſuggeſts to 
us both the Duty of Rulers and People, may 
it be improv'd, to excite both in their Places, 


faitbfully' to endeavour to do it; and eſpecially 


to make it their great Concern to obtain the gra- 


cious Preſence of God, bis Favour and Bleſſing, _ 


that the Lord of Hoſis may be our God, 


1. Will not our honoured Rulers ſuffer the 
Word of Exhortation unto them; to conſider 
the Relation which they ſtand in to God and to 
their People, and with right Views to both, 
act up to the Deſign of their Inſtitution. That 


ruling for God and with an Eye to his Glory, 
and Dependance upon him as the Fountain of 


all Honour and Strength, and a ſubordinate De- 


pendance upon the People as the Inftruments in 


his Hand of their Strength and Safety, they 
may alſo aim at their beſt Good io all their 
Adminiſtrations. That their Authority Repu» 
tation and , Intereſt may thus be eſtabliſhed in 
* the Hearts of their People, and they may be 
* the Joy of their Subjects, and the Terror of 


* 
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© their Enemies * : That they may have mutual 
_ Confidence and Comfort in each other. 


The Pillars of the Earth are the Lords, and be 
hath ſet the World upon them. They ſhould be 
ſenſible, that as they depend on God for theic 
Power, Authority and Strength, ſo the good Or- 
der, Tranquility, flouriſhing State of their People, 
and all that is dear unto them, have their De- 
pendance, under God, greatly upon their Wiſdom 
and Fidelity. Their Protection and Defence, 
* their Trade and Wealth, their Power, Repu- 
© tation and Honour, their Religion and Vertve ; 
© and the Favour of God towards them, and his 
© Bleſſing on them, do greatly depend on the pi- 
© ous, juſt and faithful Goverameat which they 
© ace vader, 


That they may be able to bear the Weight 
which lies upon them, may they in their ſeveral 
Orders, have their Hearts united, and humbly 
depend on the Otiginal af all Strength, to bear 
them up; that the Arms of their Eands may be 
made ſtrong by ile Hands of the mighty God of Fa- 
cob: That their Aims may be well directed, their 
Meaſures prudent, their Hearts courageous, their 
Endeavours vigorous, ſteady and perſevering, 

_ notwithſtanding all Difficulties in their Way, they 
may hope for the divine Preſeace alſo to ſucceed 
them, and to bleſs both Rule:s and People. As 

the Prophet ſaid, to that good King, and to the 
People. The Lord is with yu, while ye are with 

im. And if ye ſeek bim, be will be found of you, 

bus if ye forſake bim be will forſake you. || 


* 


2 Chron. 13. 2. 
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1. May I humbly addreſs my ſelf to your 
Excellency, 

We heartily pray, The Lord ſend you belp from 
bis Sanctuary, and ſirengtben you oat of Zion, with 
the ſaving Strength f bis right Hand: That you 
may be the happy Inſtrument of repairing the 
broken State, and recovering the weakened Sirengtb 
of this People; your own Perple, who will rejoyce 
to be youc * and Honour. 


As you have deen pleas'd to * your Rela- 
tin to us, ſo we aflure our ſelves, that by all 
the Ties of Nature, Intereſt and Honour, and 

the ſacred Ties of Religion, you muſt naturally 
care for our State. 


We entertain it with al/ thankfulneſs, that your 
Excellency hath frequently from the Chair, ex- 
preſs'd ſuch Regards to our 45 Religion, and 
that you give ſuch Coumenance and Encourage-. 
ment.to it, by your devout Attendance on the 
publick Worſhip of God, and the Practice of thoſe 
Vertues, which adorn the Chriſtian. And the:e- 
fore we have the pleaſing Expectation that your 
Excellency, will always have the moſt tender ſol- 
licitude for the 4 of our Churches, whereof 
you are a Member ; like, the great and good Em- 
peror Theodoſius, of whom St. Auflin ſaith, * that 
© it was more Joy to him to be a Member of the 
© Church, than a Monarch of the World.“ And 
adds, © We call not thoſe Kings happy who have 
© reigned long, and conquer 'd Enemies, but who 
© improve their Power for the Service of the divine 
© Majeſty.” --=-- As allo, that you will have an 
affe ctionate Care for our lov'd4 Mother the College, 
at whoſe Breaſts you receiv'd your early Noy- 
tiſnment: As well as for the civ/ and ſecalar In- 
* 
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tereſts of this People, with which your own are 
in volv'd. F Of | TY 
We conclude that your Excellency has the 
ſame juſt and good Sentiments concerning our 
CHARTER, as a late venerable Prelate* expreſs'd, 
vis. That there was a greater Sacredneſs in the 
© Charter of New- England, than in thoſe of the Cor- 
© porations in England; for theſe are only Adts of 
© Grace ; whereas the Charter of New- England was 
a Contract between the King and the fi:it Paten- 
tees; wherein they had promiſed to enlarge the 
King's Dominions, at their own Charges, pro- 
* vided they and their Poſterity might enjoy ſuch 
© and ſuch Privileges. And now they had per- 
formed their Part, for the King to deprive them . 
© or their Poſterity of the Privileges therein grant- * 
ed, would carry the Face of Injuſtice in it. 


Or I might rather mention the kind Expreſſions 
and hearty Concern of your own bonoured Father 3 
alſo .a Father to his Country, who, when our 
Charter (with others of the Hantations) was threat- 
ned and in Danger; as we have been publickly in- 
formed {| more than twenty Years ago, wrote to 
your Excellency then in England— thus, — ©I 
© am juſt going off the Stage, and may not live 
< to ſee the diſtreſſing Inconveniencies of ſuch a L, 
© yet I can't but be in Pain for my C-untry and 
* Perple, whoſe Proſperity hath been always dear 
to me. I do therefore with all tender Con- 
cetrn, for the Good of this People, recommend 
ſr to you, that you improve all the Intereſt you 
can pnſſibly make to ſecure our Charter Privi- 
legen With more to this Purpoſe. 


— 


* 3p. Burnt, cited by Mr. Prince, Serm. on Plal. 78. 13. 
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We truſt as your Excellency will have a dueRe- 
gard to the Roya} Prerogative, ſo alſo our precious 
Privileges will be dear unto you; the loſs of which, 
or any of them, your own Children as well as ours 
might bewail, in Days to come. . 
If we ſhould be in danger of being diveſted of, 
or ſtraitned in any of them, your grieved People 
would earneſtly look to your Excellency, as our 
common Father, to be a fervent Interceſſor for them. 
Your Excellency is not a Stranger to the Character 
of that brave Roman Cunſul, who for his great Love 
and faithful Care for his Country, had firſt, thatStyle 
of Honour decreed him, of Pater Patrie--; nor to 
the Hiſtory of that noble Emperor, who for his great 
Clemency and Goodneſs, was call'd Deliciam human 
Generis -— : But you muſt needs have -a greater 
Pattern than theſe in your View, or any other, the 
moſt wiſe, juſt and beneficent Rulers that might be 
named, even the King of Kings, to whoſe Service 
you are devoted, and whoſe People you govern : 
And if you may obtain Sirength from him, is ubom 
all fulneſs dwells, to improve your Talents and fins, 
gular Advantages, to promote his Honsur, and therein, 
that of our rightful Sovereign the King, and the Mel. 
fare of your Country : This will for ever endear 
you to your People, and entitle you (thro? Grace) 
to the Honour which the World cannot give, to 3 
Cr.wn of Glory that fadeth nit away. | 


2. With all proper Deference, I would Addreſs 
my ſelf, to the Honourable His Majeſty's Council, and 
to the Honourable Hu/e of Repreſantatives, this Day 
in General Court aſſembled; And intreat that you 
would be heartily concerned for your own People, 
that the Lord of Hofls may be our God and our 
Strength, who is the Strength of I/rael and the Saviour 
thereof in the Time of Trouble. % 
God is the Strength and Shield of his People, by 


mskivg Rulers to be ſo to them. Aud you have 
7 | your 
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_ your ſeveral Offices and Betruſtments, wherein. you 
ſtand obliged, in Duty to God and them, to endes- 
vour to be /. — What hath been ſaid, may ſuggeſt 


- ſome ſuitable Thoughts, relating to the Iimportage 


Affair of the Eleftions of this Day, as wellas ig your 
Legiſlative Capacity. 
It is, Honourable Gentlemen, a great Truſt which 
Is repoſed i in you. I doubt not, but that you look 
upon it an unſpeakakable Privilege we enjoy, by 
virtue of the Royal Charter, that you have Power 
to chuſe the ſucceeding Councellors-— When you 
conſider the Part they bear in making of our Laws, 
aud in the Appointment of civil Officers thro' the 
Province, and in drawing the Money out of the Trea- 
Jury, and being of Advice to the King*sRepreſeuta- | 
tive, io all important Aﬀairs, and other Services, - 
you muſt needs think, that to be a good Ditect ion 
For you to obſerve, which God himſelf approved--=, 
Chuſe out of all the People, able Men, ſuch as fear God, 
Men of Truth, bating Covereouſneſs, * | 
They had need to be Men of , Knowlege E D | 
cerning, acquainted with the State and Latereſts of 
their Country, and heartily well- affected to it, as 
well as /oyal to the King: Men of Integrity, of 
kaowa Vertue and Piety, Men of Courage & Re- 
ſolution; the ſteady Friends of Righteouſneſs and 
| Religion, of good Iutereſts, and Men of a publick 
Spirit, ſeeking the Wealth of their People --- ; and 
therefore you will not ſuffer any particular Party 
Cauſe, or private /e#/fiſÞ Views, to influence you, or 
a regard to Men as Favourers of ſuch or ſuch a Scheme; 
no, tho' your Principals may ha ve choſen you very 
much, with ſuch a Deſiga ;--- and not for the ſake 
of any worldly Views, neglect to chuſe the beſt and 
2 1 Men. 

If this Liberty be not prodently and conſcienci- 
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ouſly improv'd, it may become an occaſion of the 
greateſt Bondage and Miſery, | © As this makes the 
* Times perilous, that Men are Lovers of their own 
© elves, ſa our Caſe will be cemedileſs, if we can't 
© deny our private Latereſt for the ſake of the com- 
mon Meal] : | 

Tune Eye of God upon you, the greatAccount you 
muſt give to Chriſt your Judge, the Intereſt of 
Chriſt's Kingdom, and the Welfare of this People, 


oblige you ro be impartial and faithful, in this im- 


ortant Affair. 

And whea the great Affair of this Day is over, 
and the ſeveral Branches of the Legiſiature come to 
act in Concert, in the enſuing Seſſions, may you al), 
with joint Heart and Hand, endeavour to recover 
the decayed Strength of this People---. You will 
be ſenſible of the need you ſtand in, of the gracious 
Preſ-ace of the Father of Ligbts, the Fountain of 
Wiſdom, to direct and lead you. 

As you, our Fatbers in the civil Government, have 
directed us, in a late Proclamation for a Puaiicx 
Fast, to pray, That God would look in Compaſſi- 
on upon this Province, under all our Difficulties, 
and the great Perplexities, in which the Affairs 
© tbereof are involved. That He would give Di- 
* reFion to the Government, in all Emergencies, --- 
© That he would pour out his Spirit, upon the Ma- 
© giſtrates, Miniſlers, and People of this Province, 
that we may join in @ [general Reformation, that 
© ſo God may deliver us — the Evils & Calami- 
ties inflicted or threatned, and take Delight to 
© dwell among us and grant us Proſperity'. — As. 
we receive this as a Teſtimeny of your own Pious 
Concern, ſa we hope, that Miniſters and Perple hear- 
tily joia ia ſuch Prayers, and may we now, ſee 
the merciful Anſwers of them. * | 
The preſeat Condition of this Province, as to the 
grievous and impoveriſbing Fudgments of God, lately 
bro't upon us; the Decay of Trade, (the 2 
e a 
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and Struggles for the Remedy of it) the weak and 
defenceleſs State we are in, the neglect to pay the 
publick Debts, to the great Injury and Suffering of 
many of the faithful Servants of it, and the Difficul- 
zies in the Way of the Legiſlature for the redrefſiog 
theſe Things, is truly diſtreſſing. 

Bat ia theſe Diftreſſes, will 50 fit till and Jock 
one upon Arn. io lengthy, fruitleſs, but expenſive 
Seſſions H.— May en un wor thy Servant of Chriſt, ſen- 
ſible of his upfirneſs to ſtand in this awfu} Desk, in 
ſuch a dark and difficult Day, humbly offer, 

That it becomes you, our bonouredRulers, unitedly 
to pray, - Save LORD, and let tbe King bear us 


' when we call, If after moſt ſerious, calm, impartial 


Deliberation, you apprehend, that any Reftridtions 


from the King, are a deprival of aby Power and 


Priviledge granted by the Royal'Charter, and which 
the Government hitherto, have always exercis'd ; 
and you dare not ſubje& your ſelves and People to 
fuch Inconveniencies -; may not the Government 
unitedly, apply for Redreſs, to the common Father of 
his People, who deſires the Happineſs of them all, 
and were his Informations of our true Intereft, right 
and juſt, may we not expect his paternal Compaſſion 
and kind Regards to us? 

Upon the /zterceſſion of that pious and compaſh o- 
nate Man Nebemiab, afterwards the excellent Gover- 


our of Fadab, God extended Mercy to bis People 


in the Sight of the King of Perſia, a People who 
were then his Captives . May we not hope for 
Mercy, yea for all juſt Regards, from a Proteſtant 
King of Great Britain, the Ruler of a free People : 
who will allow them to be very tender of their own 
Rights, Properties and Eſtates, which they have 
earved with the Sweat of their Brews, and who have 
greatly increaſed the King's Dominions, by ſubduing 


 an'uncohrivated Land, a howling Wilderneſs, reco- 


vering it out of the Hands of barbarous Heatben, at 


the Expence of much Blood and Tleaſuue. 
me [May 
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May not a dutiful and loyal People, be allow'd 
to hope, that they ſhall not be oblig'd to deliver up 
their Par/e, out of their own Hands, without any 
prudential Overſight of their Expences, any more than 
they dare, or deſire to wreſt the Sword out of the 
King's? } -- Ir being provided (as I underſtand) in 
the Royai Grants, That if any Doubt ſhould ariſe, 
* the Charters ſhould have the moſt fa vourable Con- 
* ſtruftion, for the Benefit of tbe Corporations. 

I am the more bold to offer theſe Things, from 
what I find in a Sermon, preach'd by a venerable 
Fat ber * here preſent, above four Years ago, before 
His Excellency the Governour and the General Court 
(on a Day of private Faſting & Prayer, in the Council 
Chamber) and publiſh'd by their Crder- .- wherein 
he ſaith to the Governour, — Give me leave, Sir, 
* (who am now ſpeaking before you in the Name 
of God) to beg and intreat of you, That if any of 
the King's Directions to your Extellency, ſhould 
appear to you, in your private Judgment, io in- 
terfere with the true, real and united Intereſt of 
King and People, you will, in Fidelity and Duty 
to GOD, to His Majeſty and to the Province, 
humbly dare to inform the King's Miniſters 3 
whoſe Character and Profeſſion at this Day, (if I 
know any Thing of Perſons ſo far above me) is 
this of my Text, Righteouſneſs and Mercy ; and a 
righteous Government will be always glad to know 
what is altogether juſt && gracions, to theit People.] 
And if I might have leave, to offer one Paſſage 
more, which one of the learned Sons of New England 
hath written 4, in behalf of our Charter Priviledges, 
and our Services to the Crown —, as follows: 
— © What a vaſtFund of Merithave the Charter 

© Governments rais'd to themſelves, from a longSeries 
of faithful and heroick Services !— I have only 


em 4 


- Dr Colman's Serm on Zech. 7. $, 9. p. 28. f Jer, Dummer, 
Eq Defence of the New 15 Chartets, 
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© to wiſh that His  Majesry and his Miniſtry had 

© Lieſure from the important Affairs of the Nation 
© and of Europe, to conſider their Merit; and then 

* I aſſure my ſelf, that inſtead of depriving them of 

© their preſent Priviledges, they would continue them 

© for ever; and if there were Room tor it, add as 

© many more — ; 

If this Government hath it's Enemies, it is no 
wonder; or if thro' ſome imprudent and unhappy 
Managements, (not many Years ſince) among our 
ſelves, we have leſſen'd our Reputation and Intereſt 
at Home, that we ſeem to have leſs Regard ſhewed 

us, than ſome other of the King's Provinces,tho* not 

of the leaſt. Significancy, nor Loyalty to the Crown ; 
or if it be owing to Miſreports from ſuch as ſeek their 
own, and not our Wealth; or to our being wanting 
to our ſelves, after the Death of our late Honourable 
Agent, that this Province is diveſted of a great 
Part of the Lands, which we always ſuppoſed to 
have been given to our Fathers, by ſeveral Rcyal 
Grants; or that we have other Reſtrictions laid upon 
vs, we ſhould be humble and ſubmiſſive ; and learn 
Aſiſdom by our own Harms. Impatience & Diſcon- 
tent, will ill become us, nor will it be any Remedy 
for us, but increaſe our Afflictions. 

If God hath a Favour for us, and will yet bleſs us 
and build us up, He can give us Favour in the Eyes 
of our King, and of his Miniſters : He can raiſe up 
Friends for us, and ſcatter the Clouds that hang over 
us, and relieve vs under our Straits and Difficulties ; 
He can deliver us out of all our Perplexities,and cauſe 
Light to ariſe out of our ohſcurity. 

And may you, our Hononred Rulers, be merciſully 
directed and united, in all Things wherein you may, 
promote the Good of your People — And altho' it 
hath been often recommended without Jefred Effect, 
that the Government, would take Care that there be 

. nolnjuſtice by Means of the Bills of Credit which paſs 
3 5 from their ſinking and uncertain Value ; 


yet 
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yet it is ſurely what deſerves a ſeriousConfideration, 
The Government who emit them, ought to ſupport 
their Credit, and if poſſible, prevent ſome particu- 
lar Perſons ſerving themſelves of them to the in- 
jury of many. 
If the inexpreſſible Inſtances of Unrighteouſneſs, 
Injuries and Wrongs, which there have been among 
us, (for which a righteous God hath been greatly 
diipleas'd, and many Ways judged us) occaſion'd 
by the continually varying State of them, hath been 
the fault of the Government, may a merciful God 
pardon the Sin, and the Sin of this Land, and may 
the righteous God who loveth Righteouſneſs and 
hateth Oppre/iop,---give Wiſdom, Conduct and Re- 
ſolution to our Le and a ſincete Regard to 
Truth and Rigbieouſneſs, which ate the main Pillars 
of a State; that they may redreſs theſe Wrongs, 
or if that, in numbecleſs[nſtances paſt, be impoſſibſe, 
yet may they prevent the like for the {uture.--- Oc 
any others endangering our Confuſion andRouin 3. 
As alſo make effeQual Proviſion againſt the Difficul- 
ties and Injury that many may be expos'd to, by 
their being called in according to the public Faith. 
Whatever Methods may be propos'd to extricate 
us out of our preſent Diſtreſſes, cettainly Equity and 
Juſtice ought to lie in the Foundation, ; 
Or if the Merchants have been the great Occaſion 
of theſe Wrongs, who. have been the Inſtromeats, 
(ſome of them ar left) of ſending away the Money, 
the Standard of Commerce, (thro* the Imprudence f 
many among our ſelves, their Vanity and Exceſs, 
in our large Conſumptions.) -—— This is an Evil 
which they were very early warned againſt, thirty 
nine Tears ago, by an aged and venerable Miniſter 
of this Town, f now with God. And fince again 
| faithfully rebuked on ſuch-an Occaſion as this . 
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s As rifing from the groſs want of a publick Spirit 
5 in particulac Perſons, every one ſacrificing the 
© common Good, (and in the End his own, and his 
© Children's Welfare) to a little preſent Gain.'---- 
May they have a juſtSenſe of the Evil & Uarighte- 
ouſneſs of this, and endeavour to bring again, what 
#bey bave taken away. 25 
Or may our Moderation, thro* preſent Exigenciss 
and Refttraints, be ſuch as to prevent Importations 
ſo unequal to our Returns, as may bring us into con- 
tinual Arrears and Impoveriſuments, -- which probably 
have been the great Occaſiins of ſuch Embaraſments 
as are bro't upon our publick Affaits. 
As we have been faithfully told. If Fufice and 
* Mercy, had reign'd and govern'd as they ought to 
* have done in Days paſt, we had not been involv'd 
© in our preſent Darkneſs and Confuſion, Danger 
© and Diſtreſs.* # | 725 
O that Rigbteou/ne/s and Merey, and a truly pubs 


lick Spirit, ſo neceſſary to our Strength, might pre- 


vail in all Orders and Ranks of Perſons. And as 
a noted Expoſitor || underſtands my Text, may it be 
verified to u9,---- That there ſhall be a very good 
+ Underſtanding between the City and Country, and 


the Balance ſhall be kept even between them, they 


* ſhall not keep up any ſeparate Intereſts, but they 
© ſhall heartily agite in their Counſels, aud act in 
* concert far the common Good.--- And this happy 
© Agreement between the City and C-untry is very 
* neceſſary to the Health, Welfare and Saſety, of 
* any Nation or People. ; 1 
As it hath been owing to the pious Care of our 
Rulers, that we have ſo many good and whel/«mg 
Laws, for the Encouragement of Fertue audReligiog, 
and the Suppreſfion of Nee, ſo we hope, the like 
Spirit will reign and be conſpicyons in you. That 
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by Knowledge and Wiſuom the State of this Land 
may be prolonged,--- That you may cloſely confider 
what may be further done by you, with Regard to 
theſe Things ; If any Addition need to be made to 
theſe Laws, or any further Methods taken uato the 
due and faitbful Execution of them, --That Swearing 
and Sabbatb. breaking, - Idleneſs ; | or what is alike 
faulty, (as I underſtand is a frequent Practice in 
ſome Parts, --) Perſons ſtroling about, ſelling Goods, 
or Horſes, often defrauding others, inſtead of bene- 
fiting the Public, by an honeſt Labour and Induſtry.] 
And that all Thefr, Fraud, Lying, Unclearneſs, Drun- 
kenne /s, and other Vices and Immoralities, which 
are the Reproach, and lead to the Ruins of a People, 
may be effeQually ſuppreſs'd and reformed, | 
And may our honoured Rulers, be deeply ſenſible 
how much Religion is the Life, Strength and Safety 
of a People, and by being bright Examples of it in 
your perſonal Capacity and variousRe/ations,greatly 
recommend it, and itrengthren the Practice of it; 
and if you ſer your Affection to the Houſe of yourGod, 
and in the Jategrity of your Hearts attend the Mor- 
pip and Ordinazces of it, you will be liberal towards 
the Support of it, and like that pious King, Hexekiab, 
ſpeak comfortably to the Miniſters of Curisr, who 
teach be good Knowledge of the Lord. | 

You will alſo have a deep Concero, that, as the 
beſt Thing in the World, it be propagated to our 
Children, That Schools, deſign'd and ſo neceſſary, 
for their Learning and good Education, may be 
carefully maintained and upheld.—— And eſpecially 
the College generouſly ſupported, which God hath + 
made ſo great a Bleſſing to the Land, and which 
we hope will continue to be ſo, a Seminary of Virtue 
and real Pity, as well as of all goodLiterature unto 
the lateſt Poſtericy. | 

You will alſo be pleas'd to confider what may be 
further done by the Government, for the {preading 
ils G-/pel, among the Natives, the Indians, ſome. 
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times coming to our Borders (as well as thoſe among 
,) and take more effectual Care that they may not 
be debauch'd with ſtrong Drink gon and how far, the 
profeſſed Deſign of the firſt Settlers, our Fathers, the 
Honour of Chriſt our Saviour, Compaſſi:n to their pe- 
riſbing Souls, and our own Intereſt, in ſo procuring 
their good Neighbourbood, ſhould engage us not to 
- grudge Expence or Pains in order to this. 
Thus by your Providence, under God, may very 
worthy Deeds be done unto yourPeople, and by your 
Means, may we enjoy great Duietneſs. BY. 
3. As it will be agreable to the common Uſage, ſo 
| 3 not be diſagreable to the Subject I am upon, 
if I addreſs myſelt, (in a few Words) tho' unworthy 
to be your Monitor, to thoſe of the ſacred Order, the 
ſpiritual Leaders, of the People «© 
My Fathers and Brethren ; v4 ö | 
© Youcan'r but be concerned for the Strength and 
Happineſs of this People, and for the gracious Preſence 
of the grear God our Saviour with them ; both from 
Relation, Profeſſion, Intereſt, and all manner of 
Ties, natural and religious. And F have reaſon to 
think, that it is the Deſite & Endeavour, of the Body 
of the Miniſtry in thisProvince, as to approve them- 
ſelves the Servants of Ixsus Curisr, fo according to 
the Duty of their /acred Station, to promote the beſt 
Good of their Fellow Chriſtians ; whoſe Souls are 
committed to their Care, which conſiſts in their rea/ 
Converſion, their thoro' turning from this vainVorld 
to GOD, from all Reliance on themſelves, to an in- 
tire Dependance on Cuxisr, forRighteouſneſs & Life, 
and from all Sin to H»line/s : or that they may be 
made gew Creatures, fitted to live to God, and de 
happy in Him. | 
And then, when they become the true Subjects of 
the King of Glory, they will be the beſt & moſt loyal 
Subjects of our rightful King: will not deſpiſe Go- | 
vernment, but be afraid to /peak Evil of Dignities ; 
will be ſubject to every Ordinauce of Man mY 2 
| „„ N Lord's 
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Lord's /ake, whether to the King as ſupream, or unto 
Governours,as to thoſe who are ſent by bim. They 
will be good Members of the State & of theChurch, 
Be no Brawlers, but gentle, ſhewing Meekneſs to all 
Men; doing no Ill to their Neighbour, but be ready 
to every good Work, | 5 | 

May we all have a more fervent Love toCHRIST 
our bleſſed Lord Redeemer, to whoſe Service we are 
devored, and to precious Souls which he hath pur- 
chaſed with bis Blood; that we may ſtand and feed 
our Flocks, in the Name of tbe Lord, and lay out our 
ſelves with greater Vigour & Life, in the private and 
publick Diſcharge of our good Work. -. And may the 
Foy of the Lord, in dr happy Experience of the 
effectual Teachings of his Spirit, and of his Rule and 
Kingdom in our own Hearts, be our Strengtb,and the 
growing Succeſs of our Labours, in winxging Souls to 
Chriſt, be a great Addition to our Jop. 

May we ule our utmoſtEndeavours, that this whole 
People may be recovered from all our Degeneracy,ouc 
Lukewarmneſs, our weak, declining State, unto the 
Life and Power of Godlineſ5, | Let us fervently pray 
with the Propbet, 1 Kin.18 37. Hear me, O LORD, 
bear me, that this People may know that thou art the 
Lord God, and that thou haſt turned their Heart back 
again | Hereby we ſhall have the beſtSecurity of the 
gracious Preſence of GOD, which is our Strength and 
Safety, and Grounds to hope, that his Horx will more 
appear to bis Servants, and his Glory to our Cbildren; 
that the Kingdom of Chriſt, may be eſtabliſhed among 
vs, and Glory yet dwell in our Land.--To conclude, 
Now unto all theſe Things, may all tbe People ſay, 
AEN! And Praiſe the Lord. Shall we not be all 
concerned, that the Lord of H fts may be our God? 
--- That he would ſtir up his Strength and come and 
ſave us? Let us then ſeeł the Lord and his Strength, 
ſeek his Face evermore.--Surely *cis Time for us to 
awake out of our Sleep, to ari/e and call upon our God. 
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As we ſhould be duly ſenſible of; and very thankful 
for the greatBlefings we eojoy,and peculiztly with regard 
to our Religious and Civil Liberries and Privileges, ſo we 
ſhould earneſtly-pray to God, for all that are in Authority 
over us, aud watch againſt all ſuchSins, as may provoke him 
to with bold his graciousGuidance and Ble ſſing from them; 
which he ſometimes doth,as a juſt Puniſhment for the to- 
ple: Sins : As we find, he threatned his own People. 
When we have ſaded as a Leaf. and God hath hid-bis 
Face from us and conſuned us, * and our In#quities like the 
Wind, baus taken us away: f —= Should we not be in 
earneſt to call upon God, and ſſir up ourſelves to rake hold 
bim, (Iſai. 64 6, ,). And pray (as 1 Kings 3, 57, 58 } 
e Lord our God be with us, as he was with our Fathers ; © 
Let him not leave us nor forſake us : Tat be may int lind 
our Hearts unto him, to walk in all bis Mag. Should we 
not caſt away all our Jaiquities which ſeperate between us 
and our God ? Our Pride, Senſuality, Intemperancè and 
Exceſfſes, our Covetouſneſs, Worldlineſs and Selfiſbneſ5, all 
out Unrighteouſneſs andDiſhoneſty, = And turn unto God, 
With all our Hearts, — That they may yet ſe this Speech, 
in this Land and the Towns thereof. Th Lord bleſs thee, 
O Habitation of Fuſisce and Mountain of Holin- f, Jet. 3 123 
May this our principal Tonus, be called a City of Righ« 
 #e0uſueſs, 4 faitbſul City, — May it be like Zeruſalem, a 
/ £49 that ix compatt roget her, in Uaion, Love and Harmony, 
Loyalty and Peaceableneſs, and the prevailing of a publich 
Spirit, in the growth of every ſocialVertue, and the floutiſh- 
ing of Religion. | „ EE 
May this be the Happy Stats of this Land, this will give 
mutual Joy and Strength, to Rulers and People: It will 
be a' Land which the Lord careth for :<-.-And we ſhall 
walk in theLight of his Countenance, and in his Righte- 
ouſneſs, we ſhall be exalted ; and we may then, bumbly . 
yet joyfully, ſay he is the Glory of our Strength. the Zerd 
$5 eur Deſence; and the bily One of Iſrael cur Ning. 
Aud now, might that divine Segedicton, in a Senſe aps 
propriate to our State, be graciouſly vouchſafed to us, Heeg. 
4. 4 Be ſironp, O Zerubbabel, ſaith the Lox p, be ſirong O 
FJFeaſbua. the High Prieſt; and be ſtrong, all ye People of 
ihe Land; » fur 4 am with you, ſaiib rhe Lox b of Hoſis, 
6pm WC SN 1 £ . 
FE, A Ifai. 29. 13, 14 * Trion Mpovei iſning Judgment, in 
the Months paft. MAN 4 og Throat · Diſttag er, which 
| hath vifited many © ES £ 
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